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Protect our Wetlands Local Action, Statewide Impact  

FNPS Executive Director 

Melissa Fernandez-de-Cespedes 

will discuss how South Florida’s 

wetlands, from the Everglades to 

Biscayne Bay, shape the health 

of our environment and our 

communities.  

She will share highlights from 

the Everglades Coalition Conference and insights from her graduate 

research on seagrasses in Biscayne Bay to explore how policy and 

on-the-ground practices affect plant biodiversity and water quality. 

 She will connect these changes to ecosystem resilience and human 

health; and discuss how local engagement helps drive meaningful 

impact across the state.  

Melissa is a native Floridian; she holds a doctoral degree in 

Pathology, and a Master of Science degree in Environmental 

Chemistry from FL International University. She is also a Florida 

Master Naturalist.  

If you have ever had questions about how other chapters operate, 

this is your chance to Ask the Expert! 

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, June 8, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene  
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne FL 32901 

June 8, 2026 

Next Chapter Meeting 

https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
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Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour 

We hope you enjoyed the tour in November 2025 – it’s Conradina’s biggest outreach 

and  education event of the year! 

It literally takes a small army to 

make this happen. We need your 

help!  Besides all the volunteers on 

the day of tour (huge thank you!), 

there is a group of hard-working 

volunteers on our leadership team 

working to put this together from 

January to November in the follow-

ing areas: 

• Project leadership and coordina-

tion of subcommittees 

• Homeowner communication 

• Obtaining sponsors and com-

municating with them 

• Publicity 

• Creating the brochure 

• Recruiting volunteers for the day 

of the event 

• And many other tasks! 

 If you’d like to help us out and have 

skills in any of these areas, please 

contact Saumya at 

landscapetour@conradinafnps.org  

in the next month or if you have 

questions. 

 

 

The team meets virtually at 6:00pm 

on Tuesday, the day after the general meeting. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
mailto:landscapetour@conradinafnps.org
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Artist of the Month 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus 
virginiana) is a beautiful tree. They are 
low-maintenance, drought-tolerant, 

and thrive in full sun and well-drained 
soil.  

This makes them ideal for hedges, 
screens, and erosion control. They can 
grow up to 45 feet high.  

Many varieties produce blue, berry-
like cones that are edible in 
moderation and attract birds.  

Red Cedar has a large zone of growing 
from Maine to central Florida. The 

Red Cedar was first observed at 
Roanoke Island, Virginia in 1564. It 
was prized by the colonists for 
building furniture, rail fences, and log 

cabins. The oldest tree reported, from 
West Virginia was 940 years old. 

I was so fortunate to be given a gift 
certificate to Native Butterfly Flowers 
nursery by the Conradina board as a 
house warming gift back in 2018. 

I wanted a Red Cedar and knew just 
where I wanted to plant it! to block the 

neighbors (sorry!), I knew how big it 
would grow and checked for power 
lines above. I had also called the 
number 811 – “know what’s below” – 
to make sure I had the right spot. It 

worked out perfectly! 

Thank you my friends!  

Plant native! 

Carol Hebert  

Carol’s Corner: Red Cedar 

Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana) is a beautiful tree. They are low-

maintenance, drought-tolerant, and thrive in full sun and well-drained soil. This 

makes them ideal for hedges, screens, and erosion control. They can grow up to 45 

feet high. Many varieties produce blue, berry-like cones that are edible in 

moderation and attract birds. It has a large zone of growing from Maine to central 

Florida. The Red Cedar was first observed at Roanoke Island, Virginia in 1564. It 

was prized by the colonists for building furniture, rail fences, and log cabins. The 

oldest tree reported, from West Virginia was 940 years old. 

I was so fortunate to be given a gift certificate to Native Butterfly Flowers nursery 

by the Conradina board as a house warming gift back in 2018. I wanted a Red 

Cedar and knew just where I wanted to plant it! To block the neighbors (sorry!), I 

knew how big it would grow and checked for power lines above. I had also called 

the number 811 – “know what’s below” – to make sure I had the right spot. It 

worked out perfectly! Thank you my friends! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

 
General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.                 

2745 S. Babcock  Street, Melbourne FL, 32901 

First Tuesday of every 

month at 12pm 

MRC’s Lagoon at Noon Seminars are held at the Ted Moorhead Lagoon House with 

limited seating OR via Zoom. Registration is required. 

https://lovetheirl.org/events/  

Saturday, June 6,        

7:30am to 12:30pm 
The Villages 11th Annual Garden Tour  

Monday, June 8, 5:30  General Meeting, Speaker Mellissa Fernandez, FNPS Executive Director 

Monday, Sept 14, 5:30  
General Meeting, Speaker Mike Knight, Topic Action  the EEL program is taking for 

the lands that were purchased and maintained by the EEL program . 

Monday, Oct 12 5:30  
General Meeting, Speaker Craig Huegel, Topic Effects of Native Plants on the       

Environment 

Saturday, Oct 17  from 

9am to 2pm 
The 2026 Indian River Lagoon Fest at 2210 Front Street, Melbourne FL 

Sunday, Nov 8 The 17th Annual Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour 

Monday, Nov 9 5:30 

General Mtg, Speaker: Mark Prynoski of the Fl Master Naturalist Program.          

Topic: Dune-to-Lagoon: The Ecology of a Barrier Island. Learn about the              

Doc Ehrhart  Sanctuary, an EEL property in South Melbourne Beach.  

Sunday, Nov 15        

9:30am to 11:30am 

Guided hike through the Doc Ehrhart  Sanctuary, an EEL property in South        . 

Melbourne Beach, with Mark Prynoski from the FL Master Naturalist Program.  

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://lovetheirl.org/events/
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden 
and yard?  Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well 
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites 

for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Four C's Nursery   321-729-0351 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

 

Newsletter Sponsor 
Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Rosemallow Farms Tim & Ivoriann 

Wooley 

321-236-1741 Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the 

public 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at 
www.PlantRealFlorida.org    
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see 

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the 
better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://www.brevardwholesalenursery.com/
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
https://www.rosemallowfarms.com/
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
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You are Invited to The Villages Landscape Tour 

 

                                

 
You are invited! 

 

FNPS The Villages 11th Annual Garden Tour 
Saturday, June 6 
7:30am-12:30pm 
The tour is free 

 

The Villages Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society would like to extend an invitation to your 
current members to our self-guided Florida native garden tour being conducted throughout The Vil-
lages. The tour is a free event for Florida Native Plant Society members and special invited guests 
of related organizations who have registered. 
 
You’ll enjoy ten plus, predominantly Florida native gardens on the tour. Some of the gardens are 
award winners and some are new to the tour. One garden has been featured on the TV show “Flip 
My Florida Yard.” There will be a Florida native plant sale at one of the gardens on the tour. 
 
Many of the owners will be in their garden to answer questions or chat about gardening. Several 
groups will be viewing the gardens, as well as individuals. It’s a great chance to share gardening 
tips and landscape ideas. 
 
Please designate a group leader to register all attendees of your group by sending an email with 
names, associated email addresses and phone numbers  to FNPSthevillages.secy@gmail.com by 
May 26.  (We need both points of contact to ensure success in reaching each potential attendee.)   A 
member of our team will email each person with a starting address(s) prior to June 2. 
 
At the starting location, each participant will be requested to sign a standard waiver and will be giv-
en a list of addresses of the other sites on the tour. These will be in geographic order.  Estimated 
tour driving time is 2 hours, leaving you an average of no more than 20 minutes at each garden site 
to see them all.  Your GPS will assist you in arriving at each location. 

 
Hoping to see you on the tour, 

 
Bob Keyes, president, FNPS-The Villages Chapter, FNPSthevillages@gmail.com 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
mailto:FNPSthevillages.secy@gmail.com
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The 2026 Indian River Lagoon Fest 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Florida Master Naturalist Program Scholarship 

 
The Conradina chapter is pleased to offer one annual scholarship to attend a Florida Master 

Naturalist Program (FMNP) module. Scholarships applicants must: 

1. Be a Conradina chapter member. (Applicants may become chapter members at the time 

of application.) 

2. Reside in Brevard County 

3. Submit a recommendation letter and a 250-word or less essay describing: 

a. Why you want to participate in the FMNP? 

b. Your expectations of the FMNP. 

c. How you plan to use the knowledge gained to benefit the Conradina 

Chapter. 

4. Applicants must agree to fulfill one of the following commitments within 6 months of 

completion of the FMNP module: 

a. Choose and guide a FNPS field trip. 

b. Present their FMNP project at a general Conradina FNPS meeting. 

c. Submit three short articles for the Conradina Chapter newsletter related to the 

FMNP project. 

 

Scholarship applications must be submitted by September 1st for use at any time in the 

following year. The Conradina scholarship committee will review, evaluate and notify the 

applicants of the results by December 1st.   

Maximum scholarship award is $350 for the year 2026.  To apply, email the completed 

Scholarship Application Form, the essay and the letter of recommendation to                    

Joann Gulliver pgulliver@cfl.rr.com and                                                                                    

Richard Blackford svslowdancing@hotmail.com. 

Follow link on the Conradina FNPS chapter website to find the application form:  

https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/fmnp-scholarship/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Field Trip to Erna Nixon Park 

Carol, Luke and Rebecca had a wonderful time on our 

field trip at Erna Nixon Park on 5/19/26! We saw 

wonderful plants in bloom. The But-

tonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) was stunning in 

the wetlands.  

 

 

 

We even saw a Butterfly Orchid (Encyclia tampensis) 

with buds that hadn't opened yet.  

 

Luke went back a week 

later and saw the blooms!  

 

 

 

 

 

We also were so happy to see a Gopher Tor-

toise (Gopherus polyphemus) as we were leaving!  

 

 

 

 

 

Plant native! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30pm on the 2nd Thursday of 

the month in Council Chambers, 

Indialantic Town Hall  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Indian Harbour Beach  

 

7 pm on 3rd Wednesday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chambers 2055 S Patrick Drive  

Tree Preservation Board  

https://indianharbourbeach.org/  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the month 

in City Hall Council Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  Effi-

ciency Board | City of Mel-

bourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory Board - 

Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeachfl.o

rg/sustainability 

 

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - Febru-

ary, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City Hall  

The Rockledge Environmental 

Enhancement Board | Rock-

ledge, FL - Official Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the 

month in Council Chambers, 

Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory Board | 

City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the 

month in Council  Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://indianharbourbeach.org/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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Church of Nazarene Food Forest & Native Garden Project  

Here   

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AACA82FA4FD0-64294730-nazarene#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AACA82FA4FD0-64294730-nazarene#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AACA82FA4FD0-64294730-nazarene#/
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Officers and Directors 
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Sara Morrison      2026-2027 

Secretary 

Cris Ryba             2026-2027 

Treasurer 

Mary Murphy ..   2025-2027 

 

Chapter Representative 

Beth Blackford 2026 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasia Doshna      2026-2027 

Richard Blackford     2026-2027 

Martha Steuart           2026-2027 

Christine Bamberger 2026-2027 

Terry LaPlant             2026-2027 

Luke Blanchard         2025-2027 

Joann Gulliver           2025-2027 

Carl Winebarger       2026-2027 

Marilyn Peio             2026-2027 

Saumya Vanderwyst 2026-2027 

 

Past President 

Lynda Greraci      2024-2026 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Joann Gulliver  

 

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Christine Bambergerr           

Webmaster 

Jamie Snider 

Conradina ChapterFlorida   

Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter Board and News 

Events Back-up Cashier Needed 

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people 

about native plants?  Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at 

every event, especially when events overlap.  If you’re good with money and 

available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up.  Here are our sug-

gested qualifications: 

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together 

Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side 

Availability to attend events as needed 

We’ll provide training!  If you’re interested, please contact Mary Murphy, 

Treasurer at mmurph05@outlook.com to discuss further, Thankyou!!!  

______________________________________________________ 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS...  

One of the awesome things that happens at Conradina meetings, 

besides the informative programs, tasty treats, and catching up with 

likeminded friends every month, is the opportunity to take 

home a new native plant.  I have been a Conradina member since 

2012 and these plants have made a large contribution to our native 

yard.  Did you know that Conradina gives away a lot of 

plants?  Like, 70 - 80 a month at our meetings and another 350 dur-

ing the annual Landscaping with Natives tour. Every plant is pro-

duced by a small group of Conradina volunteers.   

If your thumb is even the slightest shade of green, we could use 

your help in propagating new stock and caring for existing 

plants.  If you are new to this, there’s no better way to learn about 

Florida’s native plants than by growing them.  We will provide 

pots, dirt, seeds or cuttings, and lots of encouragement.  Contact 

Richard at Plants@ConradinaFNPS.org or talk to Luke, Joann, or 

me when you pick up your freebie at the next meeting.   If you have 

pots just sitting in your yard, we need them to grow more plants, 

not mosquitos!!!  

______________________________________________________ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
mailto:Plants@ConradinaFNPS.org

