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Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour

We hope you enjoyed the tour in November 2025 — it’s Conradina’s biggest outreach
and education event of the year!

It literally takes a small army to MINRADINL \PTER [ !
make this happen. We need your 1 ¥
help! Besides all the volunteers on
the day of tour (huge thank you!),
there is a group of hard-working
volunteers on our leadership team
working to put this together from
January to November in the follow-
ing areas:

-
e

e Project leadership and coordina-
tion of subcommittees

e Homeowner communication

e Obtaining sponsors and com-
municating with them

e Publicity
e Creating the brochure

e Recruiting volunteers for the day
of the event

e And many other tasks!

If you’d like to help us out and have
skills in any of these areas, please
contact Saumya at
landscapetour@conradinafnps.org A TP op
in the next month or if you have ' | S e l
questions.

The team meets virtually at 6:00pm
on Tuesday, the day after the general meeting.

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org 't » O
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Artist of the Month

The Conradina C/iqprer qf‘]—“‘N;PS

17" Annual Native ga.rdens Tour

is proud to present our

“Artist oftlic Month”

Darleen Hunt

Hello, | am Darleen Hunt. Throughout my life, | have always been drawn to create art. My main medium for
the past 30 years has been watercolor paintings. | also paint on silk fabric using the French Serti technique.
Many of my works illustrate tropical foliage, wildlife, and portraits.

I studied with many nationally noted artists and developed my own art styte. My artwork is exhibited in
numerous corporate and private collections. | began exhibiting my work at juried shows after ratiring from
my career with NASA Public Affairs at Kennedy Space Center in 2000. Art festivals | exhibited in included the
Cocoa Beach, Melboume, Vero Beach Under the Oaks, Boca Raton, Winter Park Fall Festival, Festival of the
Masters (Downtown Disney), Brevard Art and Science Museum, Florida Watercolor Society, Brevard
Watercolor Society, Strawbridge Ant League, Central Brevard Art Association and Brevard Cultural Alliance.

I live in Merritt Island, in a rural area with & koi pond, fruit trees, and tropical vegetation. My art often
ravolves around these subjects. My husband, Jerry, and | are blessed with three children, seven
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.

Last year | was privileged to take part in the Conradina Native Plant Society's Landscape Tour 2025.

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org [i n ©)]
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Carol’s Corner: Is this plant a False Indigo or Bastard Indigo?

I just had to say the names of the plant that give the
comparisons of the common names. (haha) We mostly
call this plant False Indigo. It is (Amorpha fruticosa).
False Indigo has a long range of growth. The native
range extends through much of the United States and
south into Mexico. False Indigo is a large, vigorous
native shrub with remarkable ecological value and one
of the most distinctive flowering displays of any native
shrub in North America. Each late spring, this deciduous
shrub produces dense, erect spikes of dark purple-violet
flowers accented with brilliant orange anthers — an
unusual and striking combination that makes it
immediately recognizable and visually stunning in the
landscape. The genus name Amorpha means “without
form” — a reference to the single-petaled flower
structure, which lacks the typical five-petaled form of
the pea family. Crazy huh? But absolutely beautiful!
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From an ecological standpoint, False Indigo Bush is extraordinarily valuable: it hosts 36+
butterfly and moth caterpillar species, produces abundant seeds consumed by numerous birds
and mammals, provides dense cover for nesting and sheltering wildlife, and fixes nitrogen in
the soil — improving soil fertility while supporting its plant community neighbors. Again —
crazy!

I also had the wonderful
opportunity to see the
Simpson Stopper
(Myrcianthe fragrans) start
to bloom. I have both sizes
in my yard right now, one is
tall and one is dwarf size.
The flowers are just
breathtaking beautiful and
smell delicious! It is a
wonderful plant to have
because it is so low maintenance. It grows very slowly.

We will have the opportunity to see some 50 years old Simpson Stoppers on our next field
trip to Erna Nixon Park on May 17™. Hope to see you then!

Plant native!

Carol Hebert

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org f u ©)
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Upcoming Events
Date Event
General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.
2745 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne FL, 32901
) MRC’s Lagoon at Noon Seminars are held at the Ted Moorhead Lagoon House with
First Tuesday of every

month at 12pm

limited seating OR via Zoom. Registration is required.
https://lovetheirl.org/events/

Saturday, May 9,
10am to 3pm

Keep Brevard Beautiful Secret Garden Tour 9am to 2pm

Monday, May 11, 5:30

General Meeting, Speaker Patrick Mugan, Topic Dark Sky

Sunday, May 17, 9am
to 11am

Trip to Erna Nixon Park

Monday, June 8, 5:30

General Meeting, Speaker Mellissa Fernandez, FNPS Executive Director

Monday, Sept 14, 5:30

General Meeting, Speaker TBD

Monday, Oct 12 5:30

General Meeting, Speaker Craig Huegel, Topic Effects of Native Plants on the
Environment

Sunday, Nov 8

The 17th Annual Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.or

cvents

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden
and yard? Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want? Well
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites
for hours, services and plant availability.

Company / Web link

Name / email

Telephone

Comments

Change of Greenery

Brendan Healy

321-536-0655

Native and edible plants, landscape design,
installation & maintenance

Four C's Nursery

321-729-0351

Native plants, landscape design & installation

Florida Native Wildflowers

Sharon Dolan

Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants
online

Go Native Landscaping

Nichole Perma

321-795-3111

Native landscape design, installation,
consultation and maintenance

<8
BUTTERFLY FLOWERS

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Newsletter Sponsor

Tim / Anna

321-626-7386

Native plants and landscape design

Rockledge Gardens

General Information

321-636-7662

Expanding native plant selection

Rosemallow Farms

Tim & Ivoriann
Wooley

321-236-1741

Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the
public

Wild Wet N Wackey

Kiela Frank

321-417-2218

Expanding native plant selection

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at
www.PlantRealFlorida.org

Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants — especially when you see
none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the

better.
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KBB Secret Garden Tour

(:
KBB South Action Team
Secret Garden Tour

Tickets sold at these locations:

» Sun Harbor Nursery - 920 E Eau Gallie
Blvd, Indian Harbour Beach

» Native Butterfly Flowers - 82 SW Irwin
Ave, West Melbourne

» Vision 43 Garden Center - 2795 Palm
Bay Rd NE, Palm Bay

» Satellite Beach City Hall - 565 Cassia
Blvd, Satellite Beac

» Melbourne City Hall - 900 E

SAVE THE DATE

Strawbridge Ave, Melbourne Saturdaq

» Melb Public Works & Utilitie
Agmﬁ:;?reati:n - 288%rHsarper Rd, ° Ma"l 9' 2026
Melbourne

9am.to2 p.m.

» Keep Brevard Beautiful Office - 1620
Adamson Rd, Cocoa

Tickets can also be purchased online

and KBB will mail your booklet: For more information :

® Megan.ruben@mibfl.org

City of

Melbourne \
The Harbor City =l

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org "t » BO
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Secret Garden Tour Event Details

Step behind the gates and into a world of hidden beauty at the upcoming Secret Garden
Tour, taking place on Saturday, May 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This special event
invites attendees to explore a curated selection of private gardens, each offering unique land-
scapes, creative designs, and inspiring horticultural ideas.

Guests will enjoy a self-guided tour through multiple secret garden locations, showcasing
everything from lush native plantings to charming backyard retreats. Whether you’re an avid
gardener, nature enthusiast, or simply looking for a peaceful and inspiring outing, the Secret
Garden Tour offers something for everyone.

Tickets are available for purchase in advance at various convenient locations throughout
Brevard County, making it easy for attendees to secure their spot. Purchasers will receive a
booklet containing all garden locations, which also serves as their official tour ticket.

Proceeds from the event will support the Keep Brevard Beautiful South Action Team helping
to promote local beautification and environmental initiatives.

Event Details:

e What: Secret Garden Tour

e When: Saturday, May 9, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

e Where: Multiple private garden locations (addresses provided in ticket booklet)

o Tickets: Available at select local vendors and in advance; including official tour booklet.
Sun Harbor Nursery — 920 E Eau Gallie Boulevard, Indian Harbour Beach
Native Butterfly Flowers — 82 SW Irwin Avenue, West Melbourne
Vision 43 Garden Center — 2795 Palm Bay Road NE, Palm Bay
Melbourne City Hall — 900 E Strawbridge Ave, Melbourne
Melbourne Public Works & Utilities Admin. — 2885 Harper Road, Melbourne
Keep Brevard Beautiful Office — 1620 Adamson Road, Cocoa

Tickets can also be purchased online from Keep Brevard Beautiful here. The
booklet will be mailed to you. Questions about purchasing online? Call Keep
Brevard Beautiful at (321) 631-0501.

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to experience the charm and creativity hidden just beyond
garden gates.

For more information, ticket locations, or media inquiries, please contact:
Jennifer Thompson

Keep Brevard Beautiful South Action Team President

321-292-9175

keepbrevardbeautiful.org

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org f u ©)



http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/8UY2T7XNBLQ6G

May 2026 Conradina News Page 9

Field Trip to Erna Nixon Park

&

Carol and Luke have planned a
field trip to Erna Nixon Park on

Sunday May 17, 2026. The park is located at 1200 Evans Road, Melbourne 32935. We look
forward to a walk on the boardwalk before the weather gets too hot!

We will meet under the pavilion at 9:00am. Carol will give a little bit of history about Erna
Nixon and the Brevard County Park.

Then we will set off to walk the
boardwalk and enjoy three won-
derful ecosystems. The board-
walk 1s about 3/4 of a mile and
mostly in the shade of the ham-
mock. Be sure to wear solid
shoes, a hat, sunscreen and water.
Possible bug spray also.

We hope to see some wonderful
plants and birds - so bring your
binoculars. Our target time to be
over is about 11:00am.

There will be a signup sheet at
the May 11th Conradina FNPS
general meeting.

If you have any questions email
Carol at carol.hebert@gmail.com.

Come join us to enjoy a beautiful walk on the boardwalk!

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org "t » BO
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Florida Master Naturalist Program Scholarship

The Conradina chapter is pleased to offer one annual scholarship to attend a Florida Master
Naturalist Program (FMNP) module. Scholarships applicants must:

1. Be a Conradina chapter member. (Applicants may become chapter members at the time
of application.)

2. Reside in Brevard County

3. Submit a recommendation letter and a 250-word or less essay describing:
a. Why you want to participate in the FMNP?
b. Your expectations of the FMNP.

c. How you plan to use the knowledge gained to benefit the Conradina
Chapter.

4. Applicants must agree to fulfill one of the following commitments within 6 months of
completion of the FMNP module:

a. Choose and guide a FNPS field trip.
b. Present their FMNP project at a general Conradina FNPS meeting.

c. Submit three short articles for the Conradina Chapter newsletter related to the
FMNP project.

Scholarship applications must be submitted by September 1st for use at any time in the
following year. The Conradina scholarship committee will review, evaluate and notify the
applicants of the results by December 1,

Maximum scholarship award is $350 for the year 2026. To apply, email the completed
Scholarship Application Form, the essay and the letter of recommendation to

Joann Gulliver pgulliver@cfl.rr.com and

Richard Blackford svslowdancing@hotmail.com.

Follow link on the Conradina FNPS chapter website to find the application form:
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/fmnp-scholarship/

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org f u ©)
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Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board!

You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice
your opinion and get involved with local events.

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability —
whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve
our native wildlife. Please check out the listing below or send your city information to
us at ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list.

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure
there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go.

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure
the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org)

City Meeting Time & Place Website
Indialantic 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the Boards & Committees | The
month in Council Chambers, Town of Indialantic Florida |
Palm Bay City Hall Official WebSite
Indian Harbour Beach 7 pm on 3rd Wednesday of the Tree Preservation Board

month in City Hall Council

- i https://indianharbourbeach.org/
Chambers 2055 S Patrick Drive

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the month | Beautification & Energy Effi-
in City Hall Council Chamber ciency Board | City of Mel-
bourne, FL
(melbourneflorida.org)
Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach Sustainability | Melbourne
Environmental Advisory Board - Beach FL
Home | Facebook https://www.melbournebeachfl.o
rg/sustainability
Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - Febru- | The Rockledge Environmental
ary, June, and Oct. in Enhancement Board | Rock-

ledge, FL - Official Website
(cityofrockledge.org)

Council Chamber at City Hall

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the | Sustainability Advisory Board |
month in Council Chambers, City of Palm Bay,
Palm Bay City Hall FL (palmbayflorida.org)
Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the Satellite Beach, FL

month in Council Chambers

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.or ki u ﬁ@
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The Downtown Botanical Festival

We all had a great time sharing information about native plants! We sold almost all of the native plants,
some books and our last t-shirt! Special thanks to our wonderful volunteers!Carl, Martha, Richard, Carol,
Dave, Frank, Sara, Saumya, Doug, Karen, Amy, Marilyn, Vijay and Lisa!
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News from Your Chapter Representative

News from Your Chapter Representative
Beth Blackford, 321-622-2633-m, Beth@ConradinaFNPS.org

FNPS Executive Director Melissa Fernandez Visit Melissa rescheduled her visit from 2
weeks ago and joined several of us on the afternoon of Tuesday 21 April to tour the native
plantings and food forest preparations at Nazarene Church, MLK Library, Little Growers
Inc’s model food forest site at WH Jackson & Lipscomb Streets, and 2 of our landscape
tour sites — Melbourne Founders Museum and Heritage Park at Crane Creek apartments.
Afterwards, even more of us retired to BJ's Restaurant & Brewhouse for pizza, burgers,
and good conversation. Everyone enjoyed sharing and hearing stories about how other
chapters operate, and what they do for fun: let’s BOTANIZE!

P.S. These opportunities pop up randomly and on very short notice. Sorry to miss anyone!

First Plant ID Retreat Ever! Join us June 12-14, 2026, in the Apalachicola River region
for a small-group weekend retreat in one of Florida's most botanically extraordinary
landscapes. Led by field botanist and FNPS Director of North Florida Programs, Lilly
Anderson-Messec, the retreat is based at a stunning private property where participants
will share meals prepared by FNPS Director of Communications (and skilled home chef!)
Valerie Anderson, and spend evenings working through plant IDs as a community. Every
registration directly funds the conservation, education, and advocacy work that keeps
Florida's native landscapes intact. Registration starts at $600; complete details at
https://www.fnps.org/plant-id-retreat#gsc.tab=0.

Florida Native Plant Steward Certification This new, welcoming introduction to
environmental stewardship in Florida is designed to help people understand our unique
ecosystems, native plants, and the role individuals play in protecting them! The guided
educational program is especially valuable for those who are new to Florida and are
learning what it means to live responsibly within one of the most biologically diverse and
environmentally sensitive regions in North America. If you would like more information
about this program, please contact me at Beth Blackford, Beth@ConradinaENPS.org or
321-622-2633-m. Enrollment deadline is July 1, 2026.

Coming Soon! A new state-level committee has formed to develop a Landscape
Certification Program. This is an important step in the direction of protecting native
landscapes from the unlawful rules of some homeowners’ associations, and engaging
youngsters in gardening. If you’re interested in working on the project, or just providing
your input, please speak with Doug Hook, PalmBayDoug@gmail.com or me.
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Chapter Board and News

Events Back-up Cashier Needed

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people
about native plants? Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at
every event, especially when events overlap. If you’re good with money and
available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up. Here are our sug-
gested qualifications:

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together
Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side
Auvailability to attend events as needed

We’ll provide training! If you’re interested, please contact Mary Murphy,
Treasurer at mmurphO5@outlook.com to discuss further, Thankyou!!!

CALLING ALL GARDENERS...

One of the awesome things that happens at Conradina meetings,
besides the informative programes, tasty treats, and catching up with
likeminded friends every month, is the opportunity to take

home a new native plant. I have been a Conradina member since
2012 and these plants have made a large contribution to our native
yard. Did you know that Conradina gives away a lot of

plants? Like, 70 - 80 a month at our meetings and another 350 dur-
ing the annual Landscaping with Natives tour. Every plant is pro-
duced by a small group of Conradina volunteers.

If your thumb is even the slightest shade of green, we could use
your help in propagating new stock and caring for existing

plants. If you are new to this, there’s no better way to learn about
Florida’s native plants than by growing them. We will provide
pots, dirt, seeds or cuttings, and lots of encouragement. Contact
Richard at Plants@ConradinaFNPS.org or talk to Luke, Joann, or
me when you pick up your freebie at the next meeting. If you have
pots just sitting in your yard, we need them to grow more plants,
not mosquitos!!!

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org
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