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Native Florida Orchids and Epiphytes  

Mike Owen earned his B.S. in Zoology from 

the University of  South Florida, Tampa, in 

1991. He became a Park Ranger with the 

Florida Park Service in 1992 at Koreshan 

State Historic Site in Estero, before taking 

on the role of  Park Biologist at Fakahatchee 

Strand Preserve State Park from October 

1993 until May 2023. His responsibilities 

ranged from hydrological monitoring, 

surveying endangered or threatened plant 

species, and tracking wildlife—including road-kill data—to managing 

invasive plants, conducting prescribed burns, and leading renowned 

interpretive programs like his signature swamp walks. Throughout his 

tenure with the Florida Park Service, Mike received multiple accolades, 

including being named Florida Forest Conservationist of  the Year by 

the Florida Wildlife Federation in 2014. His expertise has been featured 

in various documentaries, magazine stories, and newspaper articles 

highlighting the swamp and his conservation efforts. Now retired, 

Mike spends his winters conducting epiphyte surveys in the sloughs of  

Big Cypress swamp and is busy learning about new local plant species 

in Brevard while transferring three decades’ worth of  research data 

from paper into Excel. He lives with his wife Donna in Melbourne, 

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, April 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene  
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne FL 32901 

April 13, 2026 

Next Chapter Meeting 

https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
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Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour 

We hope you enjoyed the tour in November 2025 – it’s Conradina’s biggest outreach 

and  education event of the year! 

It literally takes a small army to 

make this happen. need your help!  

Besides all the volunteers on the day 

of tour (huge thank you!), there is a 

group of hard-working volunteers 

on our leadership team working to 

put this together from January to 

November in the following areas: 

• Project leadership and coordina-

tion of subcommittees 

• Homeowner communication 

• Obtaining sponsors and com-

municating with them 

• Publicity 

• Creating the brochure 

• Recruiting volunteers for the day 

of the event 

• And many other tasks! 

 If you’d like to help us out and have 

skills in any of these areas, please 

contact Saumya at 

landscapetour@conradinafnps.org  

in the next month or if you have 

questions. 

 

 

 

The leadership team meets a month 

in the evenings via zoom to share updates and vote on any decisions needed. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
mailto:landscapetour@conradinafnps.org
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Anyone sneezing lately? Or seeing 

a bit of  yellow on their 

windshield? Pollen has arrived! As 

I get older (and no wise cracks 

please) I tend to sneeze more 

during this season. Currently this 

season I see a lot of  pollen on my 

car and in the air, but I've read 

that as you get older your 

resistance decreases. (And again 

no wise cracks). 

Quercus amongus is not an 

official scientific name of  Oak 

trees but it is the correct genus. We have so many native 

Oak trees that are in our area. Actually there are 24 to 

26 species of  native oaks. The exact count varies 

depending on how taxonomists classify specific natural 

hybrids and subspecies. The Scrub Oak (Quercus 

inopina) is endemic to Florida and found nowhere else 

in the world. Scrub oak acorns in Brevard County, 

Florida, are a vital food source for wildlife, particularly 

the threatened Florida Scrub-Jay, which caches 

thousands of  them in sandy soil from September to 

March. It is interesting how you can try to tell each Oak 

apart by seeing the acorn shapes. 

 See the picture.  

The blooms on Oaks are called catkins and they are 

the ones that carry all the pollen. 

We also have beautiful wildflowers along the sides of 

the road or even in your yard. This is the Southern 

fleabane (Erigeron quercifolius). Stunning small 

flower with many petals.  

Enjoy the native plants around you and  

PLANT NATIVE! 

Cheers- 

Carol Hebert 

Carol’s Corner: Pollen in the air! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

 
General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.                 

2745 S. Babcock  Street, Melbourne FL, 32901 

First Tuesday of every 

month at 12pm 

MRC’s Lagoon at Noon Seminars are held at the Ted Moorhead Lagoon House with 

limited seating OR via Zoom. Registration is required. 

https://lovetheirl.org/events/  

Monday, April 13, 6pm  General Meeting speaker Mike Owen Topic: Native Florida Orchids and Epiphytes  

Monday – Friday 

April 6 -10 

Florida Invasive Species Council Annual Conference, Crowne Plaza   Hotel,         

Melbourne, FL  

Saturday April 11,  

10am to 2pm  
Arbor Day Plant Market at Cocoa River Front Park 

Saturday April 25,  9am 

to 6pm  

The 4th Annual Spring Fling at the Brevard Discovery Garden,  3695 Lake Drive, 
Cocoa FL, Shop for Plants, Educational Presentations, Demonstrations and More 

Saturday, May 9,        

10am to 3pm 
KBB Secret Garden Tour 9am to 2pm 

Monday, May 11, 6pm  General Meeting, Speaker : TBD  

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://lovetheirl.org/events/
https://www.floridainvasives.org/2026-fisc-annual-conference/
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden 
and yard?  Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well 
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites 

for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Four C's Nursery   321-729-0351 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

 

Newsletter Sponsor 
Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Rosemallow Farms Tim & Ivoriann 

Wooley 

321-236-1741 Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the 

public 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at 
www.PlantRealFlorida.org    
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see 

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the 
better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://www.brevardwholesalenursery.com/
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
https://www.rosemallowfarms.com/
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org


April 2026 Conradina News Page 6 

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org   

The 4th Annual Spring Fling 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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April Artist of the Month 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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KBB Secret Garden Tour 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Florida Master Naturalist Program Scholarship 

 
The Conradina chapter is pleased to offer one annual scholarship to attend a Florida Master 

Naturalist Program (FMNP) module. Scholarships applicants must: 

1. Be a Conradina chapter member. (Applicants may become chapter members at the time 

of application.) 

2. Reside in Brevard County 

3. Submit a recommendation letter and a 250-word or less essay describing: 

a. Why you want to participate in the FMNP? 

b. Your expectations of the FMNP. 

c. How you plan to use the knowledge gained to benefit the Conradina 

Chapter. 

4. Applicants must agree to fulfill one of the following commitments within 6 months of 

completion of the FMNP module: 

a. Choose and guide a FNPS field trip. 

b. Present their FMNP project at a general Conradina FNPS meeting. 

c. Submit three short articles for the Conradina Chapter newsletter related to the 

FMNP project. 

 

Scholarship applications must be submitted by September 1st for use at any time in the 

following year. The Conradina scholarship committee will review, evaluate and notify the 

applicants of the results by December 1st.   

Maximum scholarship award is $350 for the year 2026.  To apply, email the completed 

Scholarship Application Form, the essay and the letter of recommendation to                    

Joann Gulliver pgulliver@cfl.rr.com and                                                                                    

Richard Blackford svslowdancing@hotmail.com. 

Follow link on the Conradina FNPS chapter website to find the application form:  

https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/fmnp-scholarship/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Native Landscaping Classified Ad 

 
 

 

 

 

Native Landscaping 

Buy, Sell, and Give Away 
Please share your native landscaping related items that you’d like to buy, sell, or swap.  Examples 

include seeds, plants, landscaping materials, property, etc.  All submissions should be sent to Marilyn 

at Marilyn@isiusa.com  

 

For Sale 

Home on a mature native landscape property in Palm 

Bay Lockmar subdivision ready to move in with minimum 

maintenance.  Own your dream of a native landscape 

already installed with gorgeous live oaks and pine trees 

over 80 yrs old and no grass to mow or water!  The 

native plants are a haven for butterflies and birds in the 

neighborhood with over 20 species identified in just one 

day!  

Home info here: 280 Naylor St NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907 

| MLS #1070597 | Zillow 

Watch a video tour of the yard here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CE5M19R1ug  

Pictures and a complete plant list here: https://brevardlandscapetour.org/jane-2020/  

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the 

month in Council Chambers, 

Palm Bay City Hall  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Indian Harbour Beach  

 

7 pm on 3rd Wednesday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chambers 2055 S Patrick Drive  

Tree Preservation Board  

https://indianharbourbeach.org/  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the month 

in City Hall Council Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  Effi-

ciency Board | City of Mel-

bourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory Board - 

Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeachfl.o

rg/sustainability 

 

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - Febru-

ary, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City Hall  

The Rockledge Environmental 

Enhancement Board | Rock-

ledge, FL - Official Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the 

month in Council Chambers, 

Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory Board | 

City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of the 

month in Council  Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://indianharbourbeach.org/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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Maintaining the Dr MLK Library 

We achieved a grant from Keep Brevard Beautiful in 2020 and the landscape needed some 

maintenance.  

We had to take out the Firebushes but we replaced 

them with Cooties. Trimmed up the Fiddlewood 

and added 12 bags of pine bark nuggets. A nice 

touch up!  

Thank you so much to Richard, Beth, Sara and 

Carol! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Officers and Directors 

President 

Lynda Geraci 2024-2026 

Vice President 

Sara Morrison 2024-2026 

Secretary 

Terry LaPlante  2024-2026 

Treasurer 

Mary Murphy 2025-2027 

 

Chapter Representative 

Beth Blackford 2026 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasia Doshna   2024-2026 

Richard Blackford  2024-2026 

Carol Hebert           2022-2025 

Christine Bamberger 2024-2026 

Christine Ryba        2024-2026 

Luke Blanchard      2025-2027 

Joann Gulliver        2025-2027 

Marilyn Peio           2026-2027 

 

Past President 

Carl Winebarger 2024-2025 

Membership Coordinator 

Joann Gulliver  

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Christine Bamberger  

Webmaster 

Jamie Snider 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter Board and News 

Events Back-up Cashier Needed 

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people 

about native plants?  Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at 

every event, especially when events overlap.  If you’re good with money and 

available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up.  Here are our sug-

gested qualifications: 

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together 

Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side 

Availability to attend events as needed 

We’ll provide training!  If you’re interested, please contact Mary Murphy, 

Treasurer at mmurph05@outlook.com to discuss further, Thankyou!!!  

______________________________________________________ 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS...  

One of the awesome things that happens at Conradina meetings, 

besides the informative programs, tasty treats, and catching up with 

likeminded friends every month, is the opportunity to take 

home a new native plant.  I have been a Conradina member since 

2012 and these plants have made a large contribution to our native 

yard.  Did you know that Conradina gives away a lot of 

plants?  Like, 70 - 80 a month at our meetings and another 350 dur-

ing the annual Landscaping with Natives tour. Every plant is pro-

duced by a small group of Conradina volunteers.   

If your thumb is even the slightest shade of green, we could use 

your help in propagating new stock and caring for existing 

plants.  If you are new to this, there’s no better way to learn about 

Florida’s native plants than by growing them.  We will provide 

pots, dirt, seeds or cuttings, and lots of encouragement.  Contact 

Richard at Plants@ConradinaFNPS.org or talk to Luke, Joann, or 

me when you pick up your freebie at the next meeting.   If you have 

pots just sitting in your yard, we need them to grow more plants, 

not mosquitos!!!  

______________________________________________________ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
mailto:Plants@ConradinaFNPS.org

