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Wandering Florida’s Space Coast from the St Johns River to the 

Atlantic Ocean What if your garden is alive with native bees you Brevard 

County, also known as Florida’s Space Coast, has a landscape that was 

shaped by and still is dominated by water. The north flowing St Johns River 

borders the western side of the county, meandering back and forth from a 

riverine state to lakes and marshes, providing an incredible place for birds and 

wildlife. Comprised of the Mosquito Lagoon, the Indian River, and the Banana 

River, the remarkable Indian River Lagoon system occupies the center of the 

county. The Atlantic Ocean borders its far eastern side. This presentation will 

cover the major habitats of the Space Coast with a focus on their birds and 

wildlife. You will be surprised at the wondrous bounty we have in this. 

About the speaker: 

Laurilee’s earliest memories are of running 

wild and free on her grandfather’s fishing 

pier. As soon as she could hold one, a 

fishing pole was gifted and thus began a life

-long love of fishing and the outdoors. She 

commercially fished the Indian River 

Lagoon as a teen and worked her way up to 

running commercial longline fishing boats 

in the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. 

Laurilee left the sea in 1987 to join her 

family at Titusville’s Dixie Crossroads 

Seafood Restaurant, where she is now co-

owner. Founder of the acclaimed Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival, she 

has served on a variety of tourism, growth management, environmental, and 

fishery boards. No longer a hunter of fish, Laurilee now concentrates on the 

restoration of her beloved Indian River Lagoon.  

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, February 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene  
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne FL 32901 

February 9 , 2026 

Next Chapter Meeting 

https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
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Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour 

The Landscaping with FL Natives Tour 

Needs Leadership Team Members – That’s You! 

 

We hope you enjoyed the tour in November – it’s Conradina’s biggest outreach and      

education event of the year! 

It literally takes a small army to make this happen and we need your help!  Besides all the 

volunteers on the day of tour (huge thank you!), there is a group of hard-working         

volunteers on our leadership team working to put this together from January to November 

in the following areas: 

• Project leadership and coordination of subcommittees 

• Homeowner communication 

• Obtaining sponsors and communicating with them 

• Publicity 

• Creating the brochure 

• Recruiting volunteers for the day of the event 

• And many other tasks! 

 If you’d like to help us out and have skills in any of these areas, please contact Jane at  

 janehiggins2016@gmail.com in the next month or if you have questions.   

We’ll be having our kick-off meeting soon! 

The leadership team meets once a month in the evenings via zoom to share updates and 

vote on any decisions needed. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
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Cocoplum is a beautiful plant! It has semi-

shiny leaves and is multi stem shrub or tree 

size. It can reach about 10 ft tall by 10-20 ft 

wide so be sure to plan where you want to 

plant it. Cocoplum mainly grows in the south 

part of Florida. It grows in zone 10 so Brevard 

county is the northern part of its area. The 

Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus icaco) is found 

near beaches and inland throughout the 

tropical Americas and the Caribbean, 

including Cuba, southern Florida, and the 

Bahamas.   

Cocoplum surely adds to the color and 

attractiveness of our yard landscape especially 

with its red-tipped leaves at the top of 

branches that are new growth. Often used in 

urban landscaping, the cocoplum is pruned 

into a formal hedge, but I most enjoy seeing 

them in their ultimate expression of nature in 

my backyard. In Florida it is native to the pine 

flatwoods, the Everglades, cypress domes and 

hammocks, and of course it was very common 

to see them growing in coastal beaches.  

Cocoplum’s inconspicuous flowers are white 

to greenish-white and born in clusters at the 

leaf base. Cocoplum fruit can vary in color 

from white to pinkish to dark purple and each 

one contains a single seed. The flesh of 

Cocoplum fruit can be made into a tasty jam, 

while the oil-rich seed (once removed from its 

hard stone) can be eaten raw or cooked.The 

seeds can be roasted and eaten for their 

almond-like flavor or crushed. Gopher 

tortoises and other wildlife love to eat the 

juicy fruit. 

This picture is where my Cocoplum will be! 

Plant Natives! 

Carol Hebert 

Carol’s Corner: Cocoplum 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber


February 2026 Conradina News Page 4 

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org   

Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

 
General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.                 

2745 S. Babcock  Street, Melbourne 

First Tuesday of every 

month at 12pm 

MRC’s Lagoon at Noon Seminars are held at the Ted Moorhead Lagoon House with 

limited seating OR via Zoom. Registration is required. 

https://lovetheirl.org/events/  

Third Wed of every 

month at 5:00pm 

Palm Bay’s Planning Matters course.  The series explores the laws, tools and        

strategies that guide how our community grows & functions.                                 

Limited registration available  

Monday, Feb 9, 6pm 
General Meeting speaker Laurilee Thompson at 6pm . Her topic is “Wandering     

Florida’s Space Coast from the St. Johns River to the Atlantic Ocean” 

Feb 23 through 27  National (and local) Invasive Species Awareness Week  

Monday, March 9, 6pm  General Meeting speaker Heather Stapleton at 6pm 

Wednesday March 11 

Time TBD 

SOIRL campaign planning workshop, Marine Resources Council,      

3275 Dixie Hwy NE, Palm Bay, 32905  

Saturday, March  21 

9am to 2pm 
Florida Friendly Landscaping Seminar at the Melbourne Auditorium 

Monday – Friday 

April 6 -10 

Florida Invasive Species Council Annual Conference, Crowne Plaza   

Hotel, Melbourne, FL  

Saturday April 11,  

10am to 2pm  
Arbor Day Plant Market at Cocoa River Front Park 

Saturday, May 9,        

10am to 3pm 
KBB Secret Garden Tour 10am to 3pm 

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://lovetheirl.org/events/
https://www.palmbayfl.gov/government/city-departments-f-to-z/growth-management/planning-matters-workshop-series
http://www.naisma.org
https://www.floridainvasives.org/2026-fisc-annual-conference/
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden 
and yard?  Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well 
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites 

for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Four C's Nursery   321-729-0351 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

 

Newsletter Sponsor 
Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Rosemallow Farms Tim & Ivoriann 

Wooley 

321-236-1741 Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the 

public 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at 
www.PlantRealFlorida.org    
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see 

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the 
better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://www.brevardwholesalenursery.com/
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
https://www.rosemallowfarms.com/
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
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Arbor Day Plant Market 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Florida Master Naturalist Program Scholarship 

 
The Conradina chapter is pleased to offer one annual scholarship to attend a Florida Master 

Naturalist Program (FMNP) module. Scholarships applicants must: 

1. Be a Conradina chapter member. (Applicants may become chapter members at the time 

of application.) 

2. Reside in Brevard County 

3. Submit a recommendation letter and a 250-word or less essay describing: 

a. Why you want to participate in the FMNP? 

b. Your expectations of the FMNP. 

c. How you plan to use the knowledge gained to benefit the Conradina 

Chapter. 

4. Applicants must agree to fulfill one of the following commitments within 6 months of 

completion of the FMNP module: 

a. Choose and guide a FNPS field trip. 

b. Present their FMNP project at a general Conradina FNPS meeting. 

c. Submit three short articles for the Conradina Chapter newsletter related to the 

FMNP project. 

 

Scholarship applications must be submitted by September 1st for use at any time in the 

following year. The Conradina scholarship committee will review, evaluate and notify the 

applicants of the results by December 1st.   

Maximum scholarship award is $350 for the year 2026.  To apply, email the completed 

Scholarship Application Form, the essay and the letter of recommendation to                    

Joann Gulliver pgulliver@cfl.rr.com and                                                                                    

Richard Blackford svslowdancing@hotmail.com. 

Follow link on the Conradina FNPS chapter website to find the application form:  

https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/fmnp-scholarship/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber


February 2026 Conradina News Page 8 

www.Conradina.FNPSChapter.org   

Restless Native Report 

Native plants need a voice!  Restless Natives educate & lobby our elected officials to help advance the Society’s mission to con-
serve, protect, and restore the native plants of Florida.  Beth Blackford, 321-622-2633-m, HardAground@outlook.com 

FEB IS NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK.  Thank goodness 
Doug Hook pays attention in class!  During his recent Florida Master Naturalist class, Doug 
learned about this important national education campaign and took steps to introduce procla-
mations at both the City of Palm Bay and Brevard County.  You can learn more & really “get 
into the weeds” at the upcoming Florida Invasive Species Council Annual Conference April 
6-10 in Melbourne. Let’s encourage more people and big box nurseries to recognize these 
plants & the damage they do 

               Plant this… not THAT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

FNPS 2026 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES  Here is a list of issues we’ve identified as ad-
vocacy priorities for the 2026 legislative session.  It’s not all-inclusive & is subject to change 
based on legislative actions & newly emerging issues, but it provides an excellent summary 
of why each issue is important, & what its current status is:  FNPS 2026 Legislative Priori-
ties.  Use it hand-in-hand with 1000 Friends of Florida’s Legislative Tracker. 

SUSAN CONNOLLY MEMORIAL UPDATE  At its January 
13 meeting, the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) re-
named its Speak Up Brevard workshop to honor late citizen advo-
cate Susan Connolly.  Multiple residents and commissioners urged 
naming the workshop in her memory, and a short video showed 
Connolly in action, promoting citizen engagement.  A date for the 
workshop was not set, so please weigh in with your opinion by 
contacting Commissioners directly at 
https://www.BrevardFL.gov/CountyCommission, and by com-
menting on Speak Up Brevard Facebook page @SpeakUpBrevard. 

Sustainably yours, 

Beth Blackford 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
mailto:HardAground@outlook.com
https://www.floridainvasives.org/2026-fisc-annual-conference/
https://www.fnps.org/policy-and-advocacy#gsc.tab=0
https://www.fnps.org/policy-and-advocacy#gsc.tab=0
https://1000fof.org/legis/2026-legislative-session-old/#/bills/
https://commissionerkatiedelaney.substack.com/p/a-big-night-for-transparency-public#media-1a7c7e78-12b0-47ff-b131-0b5e16e8545b
https://www.BrevardFL.gov/CountyCommission
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

   

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30 pm on 2nd Thursday of 

the month in Council  

Chamber  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  

Efficiency Board | City of 

Melbourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory 

Board - Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeac

hfl.org/sustainability 

  

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - 

February, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City 

Hall  

The Rockledge Environ-

mental Enhancement Board | 

Rockledge, FL - Official 

Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council Cham-

bers, Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council  

Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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Flip My Florida Yard 

 

Flip My Florida HOA Entrance in Suntree 

 

Last spring, Conradina was 

contacted by the Flip My 

Florida Yard PBS TV crew and    

a few of us participated in this 

awesome project at the  

Suntree Country Walk 

development.   

 

Many thanks and a great job to Meg Murphy who applied for the Flip and organized the 

community to change their HOA rules and get involved – way to go Meg! 

Unfortunately, this season has not aired locally however YOU can watch the full segment here:  

https://vimeo.com/1145793451/7e96eebf36?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci  

Feel free to post this trailer on social media too to generate interest to watch the full segment:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UxfGWZRsTxtO3YCNPfwAIRF7dCePPvch/view?usp=sharing   

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Sara Morrison 2024-2026 
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Jane Higgins   2022-2026 

Mary Murphy 2025-2026 
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Martha Steuart  2022-2026 
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Richard Blackford  2024-2026 

Carol Hebert           2022-2026 
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Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter Board and News 

Events Back-up Cashier Needed 

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people 

about native plants?  Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at 

every event, especially when events overlap.  If you’re good with money and 

available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up.  Here are our sug-

gested qualifications: 

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together 

Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side 

Availability to attend events as needed 

We’ll provide training!  If you’re interested, please contact Jane, Treasurer at 

janehiggins2016@gmail.com to discuss further.  Thank you!!! 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com

