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Presidents Notes and Tips

Dear Members:

This month we will be making wreathes in the Nazarene gymnasium.

Here 1s the lowdown on matererials that will be provided, materials you can bring and

materials you should not bring
PROVIDED:

Grapevine wreaths

Pinecones

Pinecone cores (“squirrel drumsticks™)
Magnolia pods

Sweetgum balls

Cedar foliage

Simpson’s Stopper foliage
Coontie fronds

Winged Elm twigs

American Elm twigs

Palmetto leaves

Bay leaves

Rayliss sunflower seed heads
Bracken Fern (dried)
Frostweed heads

Shells

Ribbon

Florist wire

Florist tape

Scissors, wire cutter & clippers

Other materials as collected by the meeting.

BRING:

Personal items to decorate your wreath
Grasses

Magnolia leaves

Seagrape leaves

Other thick & durable leaves
Flowers, preferably dried
Dried or fresh herbs
Cinnamon sticks

Large seeds or pods

Paper wasp nests (empty!)
Feathers

DON’T BRING:

Glue guns (Use at home)
Messy berries

Fragile materials

Exotic pest plant materials

Be creative, look around your
yard and see what might work in
a wreath.

Don’t be limited to traditional
materials.

If it dries sturdy, it can be used.
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Clothing Closet Drive

Thank you to First Church of the Nazarene for the awesome
meeting space!

Let’s help them out with their community work and bring items needed below to
the Dec. 8 meeting

DIAPER (& More) DRIV
FORKIDS IN NEEL
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Newborn Diapers  3-in-1 Baby Wash-
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2025 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour

It was another successful year educating people about the importance of native plants!
We sold 273 tickets and absolutely couldn’t have done it without our awesome volunteers
and homeowners — thank you!! What was unique about the tour this year?

e Reps from the Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, and Spacecoast Audubon to highlight
the synergy of native plants and wildlife. Thank you to all those folks for coming out!

e Artists at many of the sites showcasing their work of native plants and wildlife to add even
more beauty to the sites. Thank you for supporting local artists while learning about
native plants!

o The biggest plant giveaway yet again thanks to Richard Blackford and his team for putting
this huge selection together. We will be donating the leftover plants to the upcoming
native garden at the Nazarene church and other projects as well as bringing them to our
future meeting for you!

e QR code plant labels identifying keystone plants and other features, Special thanks to
Jamie Snider!

e And the best volunteers ever — thank you!

Conradina uses the proceeds from the landscaping tour to fund native plant projects and gar-
dens with our current emphasis at the Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene where we meet
monthly! Thank you for supporting native plants!

Water feature at Richard’s

Screech Owl at Alex’s

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 't » O


http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes

December 2025 Conradina News Page 5

Carol’s Corner: Purple is my favorite color!

I love the color purple!

There are flowers in the fall that have purple blooms in addition to
many other native plants that have
yellow blooms. That is a great color
contrast. I am featuring this week the
Climbing Purple Aster (Ampelaster
carolinianus).

Climbing Aster was previously named
(Symphyotrichum carolinianum) and
may still be listed in that scientific
name in many books and online
resources.

Climbing aster is a sprawling vine-like
shrub. It does like its "feet wet"
meaning it likes moist areas. | have
seen it on field trips in full

bloom along the edges of springs and
streams.

The sprawling nature of Climbing
aster makes it suitable for growing
along a trellis or fence. It is such a
wonderful colored vine of aster
flowers in full color! The flowers also
draw a myriad of native

bees. Butterflies and moths also love
them! Monarchs, Pearl crescents,
skippers, fritillaries, Common
buckeyes, Gray hairstreaks,
swallowtails and sulphurs have been
known to frequent the flowers for nectar.

I have planted a Climbing Purple Aster in a spot where my

gutter drains out onto the lawn. This keeps the soil moist and I
know my Aster will be happy when it rains!

Hope you enjoyed attending the "Landscaping with Native Plant"
tour!

Plant Natives!
Carol Hebert
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Upcoming Event—Meet the Bees You’ve Never Noticed!

What if your garden is alive with native bees you have walked past for years without even
realizing it? Florida has more than 300 native bee species, yet most people only recognize
honey bees. This talk will introduce you to the incredible diversity right outside your door.

In eight years, Laura has turned her one-third acre of grass into a thriving “beecosystem,”
where she has documented more than 47 species of native bees, including several not
commonly seen in home gardens. She also visits other people’s gardens and nearby natural
areas to document the species found there. In this talk, she will share images that show the
diversity of native bees, along with stories from her field observations, so you will feel
inspired to explore your own garden and find the native bees living there.

About the speaker:

Laura Zurro is a naturalist and macro photographer who specializes in documenting the
behaviors, pollen-collecting habits, and nesting strategies of Florida’s native bees. Her
images and observations have appeared on the cover of The Palmetto and other publications,
and in a variety of bee identification and naturalist books, educational displays, and scientific
work. She founded the Florida Native Bees Facebook community and holds a bachelor’s
degree in Environmental Studies and Communication. Laura shares her work to promote
awareness of native bee diversity as well as the native plants they rely on. More of her work
can be found at laurazurro.com.

Story and photography by Laura Zurro
Read the story here.

“We don’t own the planet Earth, we belong to it. And we must share it with our wildlife.” — Steve Irwin
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Upcoming Events

Date

Event

General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.
2745 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne

First Tuesday of every
month at 12pm

MRC’s Lagoon at Noon Seminars are held at the Ted Moorhead Lagoon House with

limited seating OR via Zoom. Registration is required.
https://givebutter.com/Novembetl.agoon AtNoon?ebtid=751af17470084920aa145a3dc95be24a

Third Wed of every
month at 5:00pm

Palm Bay’s Planning Matters course. The series explores the laws, tools and
strategies that guide how our community grows & functions.
Limited registration available

Monday, Dec 8, 2025

Annual wreath making with Florida native plants!

Wednesday, Dec 10
2025

Work Day at Erna Nixon Park, 10am to noon

Monday, Jan 12, 2026

General Meeting Speaker Laura Zurro presentation "Meet the Bees You've Never
Noticed"

Jan 01 thru Jan 31, 2026

Speak Up Brevard website open for citizens’ efficiency & effectiveness suggestions.

Tuesday, Jan 21 thru 25,
2026

27th Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival at Radisson Resort at the Port.
Register for field trips and more at https://scbwa.net/

Monday, Feb 9, 2026

General Meeting speaker Laurilee Thompson at 6pm

Monday, March 9, 2026

General Meeting speaker Heather Stapleton at 6pm

Saturday, May 9, 2026

KBB Secret Garden Tour 10am to 3pm

See Conradina web page for additional events: https:

conradina.fnpschapters.org/events

Save Our Indian River Lagoon &

Florida Friendly Learning Series

All Suntree Neighborhood Residents are invited to Suntree Library to
participate in SOIRL Pond Watch Pilot Education for HOAs

When:

Every 4th Tuesday in 2025

o 12:00pm - Welcome, Set up & Light Refreshments
o 12:30 to 1:30pm - Speaker Q&A
¢ 1:30 to 2:00pm - Adjourn & Clean up

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden
and yard? Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want? Well
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites
for hours, services and plant availability.

Company / Web link

Name / email

Telephone

Comments

Change of Greenery

Brendan Healy

321-536-0655

Native and edible plants, landscape design,
installation & maintenance

Four C's Nursery

321-729-0351

Native plants, landscape design & installation

Florida Native Wildflowers

Sharon Dolan

Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants
online

Go Native Landscaping

Nichole Perma

321-795-3111

Native landscape design, installation,
consultation and maintenance

<8
BUTTERFLY FLOWERS

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Newsletter Sponsor

Tim / Anna

321-626-7386

Native plants and landscape design

Rockledge Gardens

General Information

321-636-7662

Expanding native plant selection

Rosemallow Farms

Tim & Ivoriann
Wooley

321-236-1741

Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the
public

Wild Wet N Wackey

Kiela Frank

321-417-2218

Expanding native plant selection

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at
www.PlantRealFlorida.org

Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants — especially when you see
none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the

better.
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How You Can Help at Erna Nixon Park

g Please help preserve this lovely natural
area and consider helping with any of
the following requests:

" Workdays for volunteers are Wednesday.
Pl Dec. 10. from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

I am also looking for a small group of volunteers that would like to take on regular care of
the pollinator garden area in the front. It would be great to have a few volunteers that could
keep the unwanted plants out and tend to the pollinator plants as needed.

I wondered if anyone from the FNPS would be interested; I also am planning to contact the
Master Gardeners group.

One last related note, I am adding plants to the pollinator garden and am looking for any spe-
cies that are less tasty to rabbits. Any ideas? It seems like they leave the tropical sage and
porterweed alone, but it would be nice to keep some other types growing as well.

Thanks!

Susan Skinner
Environmental Program Supervisor

Erna Nixon Park

1200 Evans Rd

West Melbourne, FL 32904

P: (321) 952-4525
Susan.Skinner(@brevardfl.gov
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Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival

FLOC the

27th Anmual

Ry
I\
v

WILDLIFE FESTIVAL

Birding, photography, and wildlife
enthusiasts, join 5 days of fun in the
Florida sunshine.

Adventure with expert guides who help you see and
do more on land and water.

Experience remarkable stories, photographs, and
rich information shared by world-class experts.
Examine high-quality equipment and local treasures
in a large indoor Expo Center.

Bring your kids to our exciting Young Birder
Saturday Events.

Check back as speakers, field trips, photographers,
sponsors, and exhibitors are added.

Scan here or go to scbwa.net to
register for events
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Secret Garden Tour

-
KBB South Action Team
Secret

Garden

Calling all

gardeners e
and Saturday
SPONSOrs May 9, 2026

10 a.m.to 3 p.m.

*All proceeds go to support KBB SGT booklets,
KBB SAT grants and beautification projects

For more information: 1\1 lb City of
eloourne &
@ Megan.ruben@mibfl.org The Harbor City 2o

-~
-
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Restless Native Report

Native plants need a voice! Restless Natives educate & lobby our elected officials to help advance the Society’s mission to
conserve, protect, and restore the native plants of Florida. Beth Blackford, 321-622-2633-m, HardAground@outlook.com

Save Our Indian River Lagoon Program ballot measure preparations kicked off Tuesday
Nov. 18 with a unanimous vote by the Brevard County Commissioners, authorizing County
staff to initiate the renewal process (ballot language, admin preparation tasks) of SOIRL.
This will include defining the legislative intent for the ballot referendum and the accompany-
ing ordinance, which will detail the authorized work to be done. Commissioners agreed to
schedule 2 workshops to receive public input on what should be included in the new plan,
giving each of you an opportunity to help define the future of the program. Watch for public
workshops being scheduled as follows:

Monday, Jan 5th; 6-9pm; Titusville City council chambers

Monday, Jan 12th; 6-9pm; Palm Bay City council chambers.

In Memory of Susan Connolly — “Our family is heartbroken to announce the passing of our
sweet sister, Susan Connolly, who left us at 4:20 a.m. on Thursday, Nov 13, 2025. Sue was
dearly loved by her family, friends, & community. We greatly appreciate the outpouring of
love & support we have received, and it speaks to the warm & generous spirit she shared with
everyone around her.” Susan was 76 and the eldest of 9 siblings. She died from injuries in-
curred in a head-on car crash on Tuesday, November 4, at 6:49 p.m. which left her paralyzed
from the neck down. She was laid to rest “naturally” on Wednesday, November 19, at

Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery during a private family ceremony.

A thoughtful, dedicated, and admired community activist in Palm Bay, Susan spent several
years on the Sustainability Advisory Board and regularly addressed city council meetings.
Beyond being a member of FNPS Conradina, she actively supported many causes and organi-
zations in Brevard County, including Speak Up Brevard, the Prosperity Initiative, Brevard
Sustainability Working Group, Low Impact Development, and Little Growers Inc. Her
absence will be keenly felt—not only for her contributions but also for the joy and inspiration
she shared with others. Susan wished to be remembered by these words, and asked that you
honor her memory by sharing your love & kindness with others.

“I lived life lovingly. I have lived as I have wanted, and as [ have chosen. My greatest
achievement was learning how to forgive, and release judgment & resentment. My legacy is
my assurance to you that I have lived my life well and loved you — my family and my
friends.”

At the last city council meeting, the City of Palm Bay announced the inaugural class of its
Planning Matters in Jan 2026, dedicating the class on Low Impact Development to Susan's
memory.

Sustainably yours,

Beth Blackford
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Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board!

You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice
your opinion and get involved with local events.

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability —
whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve
our native wildlife. Please check out the listing below or send your city information to
us at ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list.

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure
there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go.

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure
the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org)

City Meeting Time & Place Website
Indialantic 5:30 pm on 2nd Thursday of | Boards & Committees | The
the month in Council Town of Indialantic Florida |
Chamber Official WebSite
Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the Beautification & Energy
month in City Hall Council | Efficiency Board | City of
Chamber Melbourne, FL
(melbourneflorida.org)
Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach Sustainability | Melbourne
Environmental Advisory Beach FL

Board - Home | Facebook | https://www.melbournebeac
hfl.org/sustainability

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - The Rockledge Environ-
February, June, and Oct. in |mental Enhancement Board |
Council Chamber at City Rockledge, FL - Official
Hall Website

(cityofrockledge.org)

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Sustainability Advisory
the month in Council Cham-| Board | City of Palm Bay,
bers, Palm Bay City Hall FL (palmbayflorida.org)

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Satellite Beach, FL
the month in Council
Chambers
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Creative Spaces for Native Plants

The decision to garden with native plants is one we already know to be beneficial to our
local pollinators. At our Conradina chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society meetings
we continue to learn how our Florida natives encourage local pollinator growth, who in
turn provide nourishment for our butterfly and bird populations and to the visiting
migratory bird species that weenjoy during the winter months.

Doug Tallamy mentions the potential of using non-traditional stretches of land to connect
corridors in encouraging the growth of local native plant species and in providing
pollinators with sustainable food sources. As more of our wilderness is developed to
make way for residences and commercial enterprises, it is increasingly important to get
creative in looking for other potential plots of land that might be ideal for installing a
pollinator garden.

What about places of worship to feature a garden made up of Florida native plants? It
certainly is a creative method in utilizing these particular areas that could be suitable in
planting host Florida native plants. What a positive approach to obverse bird activity
while learning more of how we can encourage the health of our local environment. One
perfect example that is already established is the location of the First Church of the
Nazarene where the Conradina chapter holds its monthly meetings. Another example of
how Florida native plants are featured at a place of worship is the newly planted garden at
the Rockledge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.

\.\mx.

Florida native plants were selected to be planted JIIETRD

had been installed around the sign in the front of Ve 53\\5\

Route 1. 1dship
Jellowship

But what about other places of worship? Can you
see the potential
for a small Flori-
da native plant
garden going in in
your place of
worship? It only
takes a few plants
to start out with..
if so, just think of
being a part of
adding onto the
many Florida
Native plant
gardens that are | 5
keeping our polli- | s
nator population
thriving. Want to
start a garden in
at your place of worship?

Conradina members can help get you started.
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Chapter Board and News

Events Back-up Cashier Needed

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people
about native plants? Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at
every event, especially when events overlap. If you’re good with money and
available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up. Here are our sug-
gested qualifications:

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together
Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side
Availability to attend events as needed

We’ll provide training! If you’re interested, please contact Jane, Treasurer at
janehiggins2016(@gmail.com to discuss further. Thank you!!!

Looking to make a Required Minimum Distribution
donation from your IRA?

The Conradina chapter of the FNPS
is a register 501¢3 non-profit and
would be happy to accept any contri-
butions you’d like to make to further
our local efforts for native plant ed-
ucation and conservation.

THANK YOU to Heather Elko for
recently making a RMD contribution
to Conradina!

Please contact our Treasurer: Jane
Higgins at janehiggins2016(@gmail.com for any info you need about us or how
to contribute.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
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