
Brought to you by 
the following sponsor 
Native Butterfly Flowers   

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

Preserving, Conserving, and Restoring the Real Florida Since 1980. 

September 2025 

Inside this issue: 

Page 2. 16th Annual Landscap-

ing with Florida Natives Tour 

Page 3. Carol's Corner 

Page 4. Upcoming Events 

Page 5. Native Plant Nurseries 

Page 6. Autumn In Bloom    

Festival 

Page 7. Indian River Lagoon 

Day 

Page 8. Presidents Notes and 

Tips 

Page 9. Your Local Sustainability 

Advisory Board 

Page 10. Chapter Board & News 

The team from Florida Custom Aquatics is coming to discuss all things water.  

Including history, cycles, 

natural water features in 

the garden, passive vs 

active rainwater 

harvesting, stormwater 

ponds vs natural systems, 

success rates of Indian 

River restoration efforts 

and environmental 

resource management in our freshwater ecosystems, to name a few.  

Adam has a bachelor's degree in Marine Science and Geology, he has 

worked at Brevard Zoo and Marine Resources Council focusing on 

Indian River lagoon conservation and restoration. 

Brad has a master’s degree in Fisheries Management and Aquaculture 

and has spent 12 years with FWC as a Freshwater Fisheries Biologist 

working on the St Johns River, Kissimmee Chain of lakes and Harris 

Chain. 

Their business, Florida Custom Aquatic Services, specializes in 

Florida Aquatic Ecosystem design, consultation, maintenance and 

construction. Including chemical free water features, Florida friendly 

lake management and natural shoreline design and construction. 

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, September 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene  
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne FL 32901 

Can’t make it to the meeting?   

Good news! Join in on our Youtube page. 

https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams  
Monday, September 8, 2025 

Next Chapter Meeting 

https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
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The 16th Annual Landscaping with FL Natives Tour 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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But the native plants love it!  

We are also in our rainy season so no need to water your gardens. My rain barrels are 

overflowing! As everyone should know, no one should be using pesticides or fertilizer 

during the rainy season. Huge weather changes are taking place as we speak! 

I work about 10 miles away from where I live and as 

I leave work, I see some dark clouds and not a drop 

of rain all day but when I arrive at home it is a 

downpour with big puddles in the road! I have a few 

plants that like the rain and they are ready to bloom 

during the rainy season.  

I don't have too many low spots in my yard so I have 

the native Scarlet Hibiscus (Hibiscus coccineus) in 

half of a rain barrel with a few holes drilled about 

3/4 up on the barrel. It is so magnificent in bloom!  

When my ankle is totally restored, I would like us to 

take a field trip to William Beardall Tosohatchee 

Wildlife Management Area off of SR 50 near the 

town of Christmas. It is 30,701 acres and the St 

Johns River runs through it. There is a road that 

runs along the river that has tons of Scarlet 

Hibiscus!  

I usually go there for the Space Coast Birding and 

Wildlife Festival in January and see tons of seed 

pods from the Hibiscus. This is the kind of plant that 

emerges from the ground, develops interesting 

marijana-type leaves and then sets out blooms that 

last a day or two. Crazy pretty! 

 

Plant Native! 

Carol Hebert 

Carol’s Corner: It is hot outside! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

 
General Meetings are held at Melbourne First Church of the Nazarene.                 

2745 S. Babcock  Street, Melbourne 

Monday, Sept 9, 2025  

at 6pm 

General Meeting. Speaker is Adam Klingenberg from Florida Custom Aquatioc     

Services 

Tuesday, Sept 23, 2025 

at noon 

Jane Higgins presents Dr. Doug Tallamy “Why What You Plant is important’ at the 

Suntree Library. 

Saturday, Oct 11, 2025 

9am to 3pm 

Autumn In Bloom Festival and the Brevard Discovery Garden. 3695 Lake Drive,  

Cocoa, FL 32926 

Monday, Oct 13, 2025  

at 6pm 
General Meeting presentation 'My HOA Journey to Native Landscape Approval' 

Saturday, Oct 18, 2025 

9am to 2pm 
Indian River Lagoon Day at Front Street Park,2210 Front Street, Melbourne FL 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2025 
16th Annual Landscaping with Fl Natives Tour.  Info available at  

https://brevardlandscapetour.org   

Monday, Nov. 10, 2025 General Meeting, Speakers Tim and Anna from Native Butterfly Flowers 

Monday, Dec. 8, 2025 Annual wreath making with Fl native plants! 

  

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://brevardlandscapetour.org
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden 
and yard?  Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well 
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites 

for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Four C's Nursery   321-729-0351 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

 

Newsletter Sponsor 
Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Rosemallow Farms Tim & Ivoriann 

Wooley 

321-236-1741 Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the 

public 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at 
www.PlantRealFlorida.org    
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see 

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the 
better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://www.brevardwholesalenursery.com/
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
https://www.rosemallowfarms.com/
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
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Autumn In Bloom Festival 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Indian River Lagoon Day 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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 Dear Members: 

I have created this area to be included in the newsletter so that if there are any changes, 

questions/answered, we can discuss here.  

Do not forget to get a ticket from our official Greeter, Nancy Swanson, that nice person at 

the front door upon entry.   After the presentation and a few commercials, we will call out 

ticket numbers.   

 

General meeting night and room layout areas:   

 

Native Plant Giveaway area:  If you are bringing plants for the giveaway, please label the 

plants with the name. Staffing this area last year, you probably spoke to Richard Blackford, 

Luke Blanchard and Annie Doshna, our Board Members, and/or other board members that 

help with the plants.  If you have plants that you would like to donate for our giveaway, 

please see Richard for more information. 

  

Hospitality Tables:  There is a signup sheet in the Volunteer area where we ask for your 

help in providing water, tea, soda, punch, also snacks such as chips-dips, cheese/crackers, 

cookies, fruits, small sandwiches, etc. Thanks to Carol Hebert for finding volunteers to 

bring goodies. 

 

Freebie Table:  There are business cards, pamphlets, and handouts. 

 

Membership Table:   You will see members crowded around, anxiously looking for their 

badges.  If you have a problem signing up to become a member, our Board member, Joann 

Gulliver, Membership Coordinator, can help you get through the "red tape." 

 

Book Table:  Martha Steuart, Board member,  heads this table.  Stop by and say 

"hello."  She also sells the Landscape tour tickets for November when they become      

available. 

  

Volunteer Table:  This table will have a huge sign on it "Volunteers."  This table will have 

clipboards for each of the various festivals, events, plantings and weed pulling. Yes, I did 

say weed pulling.  This table will be staffed by our board members. 

Presidents Notes and Tips 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

   

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30 pm on 2nd Thursday of 

the month in Council  

Chamber  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  

Efficiency Board | City of 

Melbourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory 

Board - Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeac

hfl.org/sustainability 

  

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - 

February, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City 

Hall  

The Rockledge Environ-

mental Enhancement Board | 

Rockledge, FL - Official 

Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council Cham-

bers, Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council  

Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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Officers and Directors 

President 

Lynda Geraci 2024-2026 

Vice President 

Sara Morrison 2024-2026 

Secretary 

Terry LaPlante  2024-2026 

CoTreasurers  

Jane Higgins   2022-2026 

Mary Murphy 2025-2026 

 

Chapter Representative 

Martha Steuart  2022-2026 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasia Doshna   2024-2026 

Richard Blackford  2024-2026 

Carol Hebert           2022-2026 

Christine Bamberger 2024-2026 

Luke Blanchard      2025-2026 

Joann Gulliver        2025-2026 

 

Past President 

Carl Winebarger 2024-2025 

Membership Coordinator 

Joann Gulliver  

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Christine Bambeger 

Webmaster 

Jamie Snider 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter Board and News 

Events Back-up Cashier Needed 

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people 

about native plants?  Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at 

every event, especially when events overlap.  If you’re good with money and 

available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up.  Here are our sug-

gested qualifications: 

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together 

Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side 

Availability to attend events as needed 

We’ll provide training!  If you’re interested, please contact Jane, Treasurer at 

janehiggins2016@gmail.com to discuss further.  Thank you!!! 

______________________________________________________ 
 

Looking to make a Required Minimum Distribution 
donation from your IRA? 

The Conradina chapter of the FNPS is 

a register 501c3 non-profit and would 

be happy to accept any contributions 

you’d like to make to further our local 

efforts for native plant education and 

conservation. 

THANK YOU to Heather Elko for 

recent making a RMD contribution to   

Conradina! 

Please contact our Treasurer: Jane Hig-

gins at janehiggins2016@gmail.com 

for any info you need about us or how to contribute.   

_______________________________________________________________ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com

