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Why Native Plants Are 

Important 

Why is WHAT you plant in your landscape important?   

Here's the science to prove how important your landscape choices 

are. We'll be sharing a copy of Dr. Doug Tallamy's presentation 

'Restoring Nature's Relationships' with amazing nature 

photography which shows the relationship between plants and 

wildlife. 

This event is free to the public so please help us get the word out! 

Prior to the presentation, please join us for a brief tour of the 
NEW native garden at First Church at 6 pm! 

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, June 9, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene  
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne FL 32901  

Can’t make it to the meeting?   

Good news! Join in on our Youtube page. 

https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams  

https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
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Church of Nazarene and Conradina Chapter FNPS 
Native Garden Project Update 

Thanks to everyone who has been watering during this drought we’re in. Please sign up to  

water every few days here. 

Now we’re ready to start funding the Phase 2 Food Forest! 
 
This is the section between the two large buildings with a goal of providing food for those in 
need in the local community.  And we need your help!  Here’s what you can do: 
 

 

 

We’re shooting to plant this early 2026 and looking forward to your help. Please contact 
janehiggins2016@gmail.com to get involved! 

• Provide funding sources 

• Research grant opportunities by googling food forest grants 

• Identify partners/groups to collaborate with on this project. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AACA82FA4FD0-55993443-helpers
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
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Sea Lavendar (Heliotropium gnaphalodes) is an evergreen shrub found in dunes and 

thickets on the Atlantic coast of Central and South Florida. Sea lavender typically blooms 

in fall and winter, but may bloom year-round. Its small but showy flowers emit a subtly 

sweet scent and attract many pollinators, especially butterflies. 

Fruits and flowers often appear simultaneously. Flowers may be white, pink or lavender, 

with a greenish, yellowish or pinkish throat. The 

flowers can be used fresh or dried in 

bouquets. Leaves are semi-succulent and are 

covered in a silky whitish pubescence, giving the 

plant a silvery or grayish hue.  

Sea lavender works well in coastal landscapes as 

a specimen plant, in a container, or planted in 

mass as a hedge or screen. It is also suitable for 

dune restoration projects. In its natural habitat, it 

forms colonies that help stabilize dunes. The 

plant’s low-growing, spreading branches take root when covered by sand. Sea lavender is 

very drought tolerant and can also withstand exposure to salt and hurricane winds. 

Sea lavender thrives on well-drained 

soil, full sun, and occasional watering 

once established. Sea lavender prefers 

minimal care, making it ideal for dry 

gardens or coastal areas. 

Sea lavender needs at least 6 hours of 

direct sunlight daily. While it can 

tolerate partial shade, full sun will 

encourage the most abundant 

flowering. 

Sea lavender can be a beautiful 

addition to home gardens, coastal 

landscapes, or rock gardens. It's also a 

great choice for attracting beneficial insects and butterflies.  

 

Plant Native! 

Carol Hebert 

  

Carol’s Corner: Highlighting Sea Lavender 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_botanical_terms#succulent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_botanical_terms#pubescent
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Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

Monday, June 9, 2025 

General Meeting NEW Venue for June is at Church of the Nazarene with a tour of the 

new native garden plantes. Speaker: Jane Higgins will present Dr.Tallamy’s           

'Why Native Plants Are Important.'   

Sunday, Nov 9, 2025 16th Annual Landscaping with FL Natives Tour 

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

The public is invited to all of the following Educational sessions. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden 
and yard?  Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well 
here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call or check websites 

for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Four C's Nursery   321-729-0351 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

 

Newsletter Sponsor 
Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Rosemallow Farms Tim & Ivoriann 

Wooley 

321-236-1741 Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the 

public 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at 
www.PlantRealFlorida.org    
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see 

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the 
better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://www.brevardwholesalenursery.com/
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
https://nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
https://www.rosemallowfarms.com/
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
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The 16th Annual Landscaping with FL Natives Tour 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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Legislation Action You Can Take! 

You’ve probably seen and heard all the uproar about saving the Florida State Parks from    

developers and it’s so important that YOU let your local representative hear from you on 

this!  Deadlines are often tight on these requests so the best way to stay up to date is to sign 

up for FNPS Action Alerts here:  Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) 

Please sign up to receive the FNPS Action Alerts on how YOU can make a difference in our 

beautiful state.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A FNPS MEMBER TO SIGN UP!! 

The sign-up link will also show you all of the recent action alerts if you ever need to catch 

up. 

Thank you for being a citizen taking action for our environment! 

Good environmental regulations lead to environmental planning and conservation.  

FPNS works with policy makers and policy implementers to support natural land  

conservation and protection of native plants. 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.fnps.org/news/alert/email-sign-up
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Keep Brevard Beautiful 

Join Keep Brevard Beautiful for our Annual Summer Series cleanup!  Hang out with us for three Saturdays of 

meaningful impact in different locations across Brevard County.  Grab your sunscreen, your friends, and 

your love for the environment! Kayaks, boats, and supplies provided. Let’s keep our waterways 

clean and beautiful together!  

June 7 – Spoil Islands, Merritt Island   

June 28 – Riverview Park, Melbourne 

July 26 – Haulover Canal, Titusville 

RSVP FOR SPOIL ISLANDS CLEANUP HERE 

 

RSVP FOR RIVERVIEW PARK  CLEANUP HERE 

 

RSVP HAULOVER CANAL  CLEANUP HERE 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/84yqchk?source_id=f8ee9447-348d-481a-9574-92998b7fde10&source_type=em&c=23QcDquESBgK354KwqnVm6oSflhCuqWhGKOhCGCKGvRu5Tm3y6LeKg==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/c5wxng9?source_id=f8ee9447-348d-481a-9574-92998b7fde10&source_type=em&c=23QcDquESBgK354KwqnVm6oSflhCuqWhGKOhCGCKGvRu5Tm3y6LeKg==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/h3ef3j3?source_id=f8ee9447-348d-481a-9574-92998b7fde10&source_type=em&c=23QcDquESBgK354KwqnVm6oSflhCuqWhGKOhCGCKGvRu5Tm3y6LeKg==
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The 2024 Annual Report 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

   

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30 pm on 2nd Thursday of 

the month in Council  

Chamber  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  

Efficiency Board | City of 

Melbourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory 

Board - Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeac

hfl.org/sustainability 

  

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - 

February, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City 

Hall  

The Rockledge Environ-

mental Enhancement Board | 

Rockledge, FL - Official 

Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council Cham-

bers, Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council  

Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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  Want to make a difference in the environment where you live in Palm Bay? 

The Palm Bay Sustainability Board currently has two openings that we need to fill and 

it would be great to fill those spots with folks like you knowledgeable about native 

plants and the environment. 

The primary requirements are: 

• Must be a resident of the City of Palm Bay for at least one year OR be the owner of 

a business located within the City of Palm Bay for at least one year     

• Able to attend monthly meetings at 6 pm on the fourth Wednesday of the month 

• Willing to work on issues related to improving the sustainability and environment of 

Palm Bay 

For more information, please check out their website here: Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Also feel free to contact the three Conradina members already on the Palm Bay Sus-

tainability Board for any questions you may have: 

Susan Connally at Sbconnolly@aol.com  
 
Rebecca Ziegler at rebeccarelgeiz@gmail.com  

Jane Higgins at janehiggins2016@gmail.com  

If you’re interested in this opportunity, please fill out  the online application here: 

APPLICATION_FOR_MEMBERSHIP_City_Boards_or_Committees_for_the_City_of_Palm_Bay_Florida 

(palmbayflorida.org).   

 

Thank you!! 

 

 

Palm Bay Sustainability Board Needs You! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/agendas-minutes
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-f-to-z/legislative/boards-committees/sustainability-advisory-board
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-f-to-z/legislative/boards-committees/sustainability-advisory-board
mailto:Sbconnolly@aol.com
mailto:rebeccarelgeiz@gmail.com
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/home/showdocument?id=8844
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/home/showdocument?id=8844
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Officers and Directors 

President 

Lynda Geraci 2024-2026 

Vice President 

Sara Morrison 2024-2026 

Secretary 

Terry LaPlante  2024-2026 

Treasurer 

Jane Higgins   2022-2025 

Chapter Representative 

Martha Steuart  2022-2025 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasia Doshna   2024-2026 

Richard Blackford  2024-2026 

Carol Hebert           2022-2025 

Christine Ryba       2024-2026 

Christine Bamberger 2024-2026 

Karen Moser  2022-2025 

David Zeitz    2022-2025 

Past President 

Carl Winebarger 2024-2026 

 
Membership Coordinator 

Chris Ryba 

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Christine Bamburger 

Webmaster 

Jamie Snider 

 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 
 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter Board and News 

Events Back-up Cashier Needed 

Have you noticed Conradina is attending a lot of events to educate people 

about native plants?  Our cashier Martha does a phenomenal job but can’t be at 

every event, especially when events overlap.  If you’re good with money and 

available on some weekends, we need to develop a back-up.  Here are our sug-

gested qualifications: 

Comfortable handling money and putting a summary report together 

Experience using credit cards and willing to learn the seller side 

Availability to attend events as needed 

We’ll provide training!  If you’re interested, please contact Jane, Treasurer at 

janehiggins2016@gmail.com to discuss further.  Thank you!!!

_______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:janehiggins2016@gmail.com

