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Next Chapter Meeting

Monday, February 12, 2024

Conradina Chapter Meeting
Monday, February 12, 2024

5:30 - 6:00 pm socialization, Meeting will begin at 6:00pm.
Meet us at the First Church of the Nazarene
2745 S Babcock Street, Melbourne

Fire in the Native Landscape
Presented by Tim Kozusko, NASA
Biologist

Tim Kozusko is a native of Cocoa
Beach and lifelong barrier island
resident.

Educated locally, he has an M.S. in

biology from the University of Central Florida and is currently a
doctoral student at FIT in science education, interested in the public
perception of what constitutes science. He works at Kennedy Space
Center in the Ecological Program and resides in Melbourne Beach
with wife Laura.

He is a member of the American Society of Limnology and
Oceanography, Florida Academy of Sciences, Indian River
Anthropological Society, Native Plant Society, Society of Wetland
Scientists, Surfrider Foundation, and the Union of Concerned
Scientists. In May 2007 he was honored to receive Keep Brevard
Beautiful’s Education Award for community service.

Can’t make it to the meeting?
Good news! Join in on our Youtube page.
https://www.youtube.com/@conradinachapterfnps5627/streams
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Carol’s Corner: at Erna Nixon Park

By Carol Hebert

I walked in Erna Nixon Park the day before the Moonlight Stroll.
It had been raining so I was checking how it would be to
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travel on the trail at night. Unfortunately, there were a few ; S 7 _.ﬂ) Z," ’

puddles visitors would have a hard time avoiding.

The park really shows how different ecosystems have
seasonal changes. As I started through the pine flatwoods it
was very lush. At the first ramp on the right before the
boardwalk starts was a real treat. There were so many
Pennyroyals (Piloblephis rigida) in full bloom! What a
wonderful sight. I wanted to smell the nice fragrance from
the purple flowers but I obeyed the rules and didn't leave
the trail.
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As I got into the wetlands, I could see the rain water had
made the wetland a few feet deep under the boardwalk.
Most of these plants have dropped their leaves for the
winter season. The Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidetalis)
that we see in June with the pretty white balls of flowers
are just sticks. The American Elm (Ulmus americana) has
just a few leaves on its branches. (Salix carolina) the
Coastal Plain willow is also in its dormant stage but I think
it is getting ready for spring to arrive.

One tree I could tell was ready for spring is the Red Maple
(Acer rubrum).

I took a photo of the tiny flowers. Red Maple is a deciduous
tree and I missed the leaves changing color for about three
weeks before they dropped off the branches.

It brings back childhood memories as the Red Maple forms
its seed pods. I had grown up in the north and there were
tons of twirling whirlybirds seed pods falling from the trees
during early spring. Red Maple's growing range is Canada
(on their flag) to Lake Okeechobee in Florida.

Red maple has the greatest south-north range of tree
species in eastern North America.

The sap of red maple is sometimes used for producing
maple syrup.

Spring is about to arrive! Plant native!

The seed pods and colorful Red Maple leaves were taken by Shirely Denton from the
FNPS website.

Carol Hebert
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Upcoming Events and Meetings

Date

Event

Saturday, Feb 3, 9am to
5pm and Sunday, Feb 4,
9am to 4pm

Garden Fest from 9am to at Riverside Park in Vero Beach, 3260 Riverside Park Drive, Off
Route 60, Beachside. Free Admission and Parking

Monday, Feb 12, 2024
at 5:30pm

Chapter Meeting. Our Speaker will be Tim Kozusko, NASA Biologist. His topic will be
Fire in the Native Landscape.

Saturday, Feb 24, 2024
9am to 3pm

Melbourne Beach Nature Day at Ryckman Park, 509 Ocean Ave, Melbourne Beach FL
32951

Saturday, Mar 2, 2024,
8am to 4pm

‘The Downtown Melbourne Botanical Fest at the 1900 Building.
1900 South Harbor City Blvd. , Melbourne FL 32901

Sunday, Mar 3, 2024,
11am to 4pm

Pollinator Fair at Nance Park, 201 N Miramar Ave, Indialantic, FL 32903

Monday, Mar 11, 2024
at 5:30pm

Chapter Meeting. Our Speaker will be Heather Stapleton with One Lagoon Central IRL
Community Engagement Coordinator. Her topic will be The Indian River Lagoon.

Saturday, Mar 16, 2024
and Saturday, Mar 23
Starting at 8am

Workday at Erna Nixon Park, 1200 Evans Rd, W Melbourne FL 32904
Help remove invasive species!

Saturday, Mar 23, 2024,
Starting at 8am to 2pm

The 2024 Florida Friendly Landscaping Seminar at the Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd. Melbourne FL, 32901 There are no Vendor fees for this event.

Saturday, Mar 30, 2024,
4pm to 7pm

City of Palm Bay 2nd Annual Sustainability Fair at the Tony Rosa Community Center.
1502 Port Malabar Blvd. NE Palm Bay, FL. 32905

Monday, Apr 8, 2024
at 5:30pm

Chapter Meeting. Our Speaker will be Kenny Cogan.
His topic will be Florida’s Carnivorous Plants.

Friday, Apr 15, 2024

Turkey Creek Day. (Time to be announced)

Saturday Apr 20, 2024
From 9am to 2pm

Earth Day & Coastal Garden Fair at the DRS Community Center in Satellite Beach
1089 South Patrick Drive, Satellite Bearch 32937

Saturday Apr 27, 2024
From 9am to 3pm

Turkey Creek Day at the Turkey Creek Sanctuary , 1518 Port Malabar Blvd. NE, Palm Bay,

FL 32905, For more information, please phone (321) 676-6690

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.or

cvents
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Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your
garden and yard? Have you had trouble finding the native plants and wildflowers you
want? Well here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. Please call
or check websites for hours, services and plant availability.

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone | Comments
4C’s Nursery 321-586-0019 | Native plants, landscape design & installation

 CHANGE OF GREENERY
) Native Plant Professionals

Newsletter Sponsor

Brendan Healy

321-536-0655

Native and edible plants, landscape design,
installation & maintenance

Florida Native Wildflowers

Sharon Dolan

Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants
online

Go Native Landscaping

Nichole Perma

321-795-3111

Native landscape design, installation,
consultation and maintenance

<8
BUTTERFLY FLOWERS

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Newsletter Sponsor

Tim / Anna

321-626-7386

Native plants and landscape design

Rockledge Gardens

General Information

321-636-7662

Expanding native plant selection

Rosemallow Farms

Tim & Ivoriann
Wooley

321-236-1741

Native and Florida-friendly plants for sale to the
public

Wild Wet N Wackey

Kiela Frank

321-417-2218

Expanding native plant selection

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site at
www.PlantRealFlorida.org
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants — especially when you see

none on the shelf. Popular demand drives availability and can change our community for the

better.
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Garden Fest in Vero Beach

Quality
Vendors!

& Trees

# Plants

% Pottery

% Flowers

% Orchids

& Furniture
% Garden Art

% Native Plants Nature’s
Finest Marketplace

3260 Riverside Park Drive
Off Rt. 60, Beachside

Hosted by Garden Club of Indian River County, Inc.
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Nature Day in Melbourne Beach

y
7 /B I ‘W

TOWN OF MELBOURNE BEACH SATURDAY
FEB 24

NATURE DAY 202

RAIN BARREL | NATIVE PLANT 1 ENVIRONMENTAL

Thismopemgg'ﬂglfs::'ﬁg‘edpMDadbvm GIVEAWAY ‘) SPEAKERS & TABLES

United States Environmental Protection Agency.

\"

SCANTO VIEW

EVENT DETAILS
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The Downtown Melbourne Botanical Fest

March 2, 2024 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Visit Downtown Melbourne this spring for a FREE family-friendly event that attracts
visitors from the region and features lavish landscape designs, garden sculptures,
flowers and plants, trees and shrubs, unique gifts, garden-themed art, great food,

and much more!
Bring your wagon and leave with new items for your yard.

Parking is available at the many City of Melbourne public parking lots including the
free parking garage.

Conradina Chapter FNPS will be there!
Thank you for signing up to help!

You will be contacted by Carol Hebert with information and shift times.
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The Pollinator Fair at Nance Park

I
f.

@ Nance Park
Sunday, March 3, 2024 $%2 11am-4pm

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Learn howt:grom

and support our local
pollinator ecosystem
of birds, bees,

butterflies, plants
and bats.
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Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair

DRS Community Center 1089 South
Patrick Dr. Satellite Beach, FL 32937

o 9a-2p Free admission and parking

o Native plant sale

o Come join us and support our planet
by learning the importance of
planting native plants

There will be a native plant sale for Earth Day where people can buy native plants and
learn the importance of keystone species.

If there are any plant vendors interested in this event, please email Shane Martin at
smartin(@satellitebeach.gov
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Help Us Tackle Invasive Plants

Please Help Us Tackle Invasive Plants at Two Locations

Invasive plant species crowd out the beneficial
native plants and damage local wildlife.

This is an on-going challenge in Florida and
other tropical climates where plants rapidly
multiple without cold weather to keep them in
check.

Conradina has organized the following invasive
plant removal projects for you to bring family
and friends to lend a hand to these local beautiful habitats:

Saturday, March Invasive plant removal at Erna Nixon Park, 8 am to 12 pm.
16, 2024 Bring lunch if you'd like to work longer
Saturday, March Invasive plant removal at Erna Nixon Park, 8 am to 12 pm.
23,2024 Bring lunch if you'd like to work longer

Please wear closed toes shoes and work gloves, bring water, snacks and lunch.
Supervised children are welcome and this is a great opportunity for teens needing
community service hours! No experience needed!

For questions, please contact janehiggins2016(@gmail.com

If those dates aren’t convenient for you, both locations are open to scheduling your
group!

For more information on invasive plants, please check out the following websites:

Florida Invasive Species Council

FLIP: Florida Invasive Plants (usf.edu)
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Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board!

You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice
your opinion and get involved with local events.
Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability —
whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve
our native wildlife. Please check out the listing below or send your city information to
us at ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list.

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure
there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go.
Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure
the meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org)

City Meeting Time & Place Website
Indialantic 5:30 pm on 4th Wednesday | Boards & Committees | The
of the month in Council | Town of Indialantic Florida |
Chamber Official WebSite
Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the Beautification & Energy
month in City Hall Council | Efficiency Board | City of
Chamber Melbourne, FL
(melbourneflorida.org)
Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach Sustainability | Melbourne
Environmental Advisory Beach FL
Board - Home | Facebook | https://www.melbournebeac
hfl.org/sustainability
Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - The Rockledge Environ-
February, June, and Oct. in |mental Enhancement Board |
Council Chamber at City Rockledge. FL - Official
Hall Website
(cityofrockledge.org)
Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Sustainability Advisory
the month in Council Cham-| Board | City of Palm Bay,
bers, Palm Bay City Hall FL (palmbayflorida.org)
Satellite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Satellite Beach, FL
the month in Council
Chambers

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
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Palm Bay Sustainability Board Needs You

Want to make a difference in the environment where you live in Palm Bay?

The Palm Bay Sustainability Board currently has one opening that we need to fill and
it would be great to fill those spots with folks like you knowledgeable about native
plants and the environment.

The primary requirements are:

« Must be a resident of the City of Palm Bay for at least one year OR be the
owner of a business located within the City of Palm Bay for at least one year

« Able to attend monthly meetings at 6 pm on the fourth Wednesday of the
month

« Willing to work on issues related to improving the sustainability and environ-
ment of Palm Bay

For more information, please check out their website here:

Sustainability Advisory Board | City of Palm Bay, FL (palmbayflorida.org)

Also feel free to contact the three Conradina members already on the Palm Bay
Sustainability Board for any questions you may have:

Susan Connally at Sbconnolly@aol.com

Rebecca Ziegler at rebeccarelgeiz@gmail.com

Jane Higgins at janehiggins2016(@gmail.com

If you’re interested in this opportunity, please fill out the online application here:

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP City Boards or Committees for the City of
Palm Bay Florida (palmbavflorida.org).

Thank you!!
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Nazarene Native Garden Committee Members Needed

If you’ve been to our new meeting location, you may have noticed the big open field in
front just begging for native plants to encourage more pollinators and wildlife!

Conradina is paying Change of Greenery to develop the landscape plans for this area
and we need some talented committee members to help us develop a long range plan to
make this happen. Specifically, we need people to head up the following areas:

o Funding Coordinator - Identifying funding sources such as grants, business
donations, in-kind donations, etc.

« Volunteer Coordinator — Contacting and coordinating volunteer groups to do the
planting and maintenance when it’s time.

« Communications Coordinator - Developing communications and publicity

If you’re experienced in these areas and interested in serving on this committee
alongside First Church of the Nazarene,

please contact Jane Higgins at janehiggins2016@gmail.com

And if you’d like to help with the planting and future maintenance, we’ll be asking for
those volunteers in the future so hang on!

Thank you!!
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The 2024 landscape Conference

Conradina attended the Sth Transforming Landscapes conference for a
Sustainable Future on January 20th

The 5th Transforming Landscapes Annual Conference featured Speakers Dr. Richard
Baker, Dr. Craig N. Huegel, Betty Osceola, Dr. Basil lannone, Maya Dutta, Dr. Jaret C.
Daniels, and, Dr. Reed Boss. They covered a wide range of subjects and conservation
efforts.

Native Butterfly Flowers were on hand selling native plants.
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Conradina Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
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YouTube - Conradina Chapter
FNPS

Florida Native Plant Society
www.fnps.org

CONRADINA
CHAPTER

Chapter News

Volunteer Call: For Native Garden Care

Are you passionate about preserving our local ecosystem and
promoting the splendor of native flora? The Conradina Chapter
invites you to join hands in nurturing nature by volunteering for the
maintenance of our three vibrant native gardens!

Our gardens are located at DeGroodt Library, MLK Library, and
the West Melbourne Post Office.

Tasks include:

- Weeding
- Planting
- Basic garden upkeep

No green thumb required!
We'll have a training day
(date TBD) to get everyone
up to speed.

Why get involved?

- Support local biodiversity
- Learn about native plants
- Connect with fellow nature enthusiasts

Interested? Reach out to Jessica Paskert
at jessicapaskert@gmail.com to sign up or for more details.

Stay tuned for the training day announcement. Let's keep our native
gardens thriving together!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org

LHE O


http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/conradinachapterfnps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:jessicapaskert@gmail.com

