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"BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH" to Erna Nixon Park on June 11th 2023 

Conradina Chapter FNPS will have a general meeting in the form of 

a "Bring Your Own Lunch" event. It will take place at noon at Erna 

Nixon Park located at  1200 Evans Rd, West Melbourne, FL 32904. 

We will have a few announcements and then enjoy lunch together.  

Conradina will provide drinks and dessert. Also we will provide 

cups, ice, plates (for dessert) and napkins.  

After lunch there will be a tour of Erna Nixon Park along the  

boardwalk. 

The Conradina Chapter officers and board members invite you to 

come early and attend the Conradina Board Meeting. 

The Board meeting starts at 10:30 am. If you have interest in how 

we do things - please attend! 

We have openings for new board members and we welcome 

everyone who is interested.  If interested or have questions about 

being an officer or a board member, please contact Lynda Geraci at 

slgeraci@att.net. 

 

We will see you at Erna Nixon Park! 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, June 11 2023 at 12pm 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
mailto:slgeraci@att.net
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What a fun time we had on the field 

trip to Forever Florida! The weather 

was a bit hot but thank goodness there 

was a nice shade structure over the 

buggy. Margaret Broussard was a 

wonderful leader and gave us lots of 

history about the land.  We also had 

another interesting leader, Tim Kozusk 

who is very knowledgeable about 

plants and prescribed burning.  He had 

the honor to know Dr. Broussard.  He 

also knew a few fascinating people he 

was able to study with like Dr. Walter Kingsley Taylor and Rufino Osorio. Tim is a 

wonderful speaker.   

On the morning trip we stopped and saw beautiful 

bunches of Hooded Pitcher plants (Sarracenia 

minor). What a stand out as we got closer to them. 

The flowers always drape so far over but are still 

very pretty. We also stopped to go on a short 

boardwalk and in the cool shade saw Cypress trees 

with their knees all around and an otter! The otter 

was so cute. We also saw a gator in a    pond 

close by.  

We also explored the 

difference between Slash pine 

(Pinus elliottii) and Long 

Leaf Pine (Pinus palustris). It 

was an extra treat to see a 

Stick Bug as it blended in 

with a Longleaf Pine. The  

Stick Bug matched the size of the needles for wonderful camouflage. 

With the afternoon group we stopped at the same spot to show the Pitcher 

Plants and discovered Pink Sundew! Sundew (Drosera capillaris) is 

another carnivores plant that like to live near wetlands. Very cute little 

pink flower. 

Both buggy rides were really fun! Thank you Margaret! 

 

 

Carol’s Corner: Forever Florida is a beautiful 
treasure!  
By Carol Hebert 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Forever Florida Adventures 

On Sunday, May 21, Florida Native Plant members and 

their companions were able to enjoy a Buggy ride through 

several acres of Forever Florida. There were two tour 

groups, a morning group and an afternoon group each con-

sisting of about 20 persons. 

Margaret 

Broussard 

(that’s the lady in the front and center of the 

picture) conducted the tours. As the Buggy 

proceeded along a dirt (sometimes muddy) 

path, Margaret made the tour so interesting 

by recounting details and events about    

Forever Florida past and present.  

It was truly an Adventure.  

Forever Florida is a 4,700-acre wildlife conservation area boasting of beautifully untamed 

wilderness, natural streams, wetlands and dense cypress forests.  At least half of Forever 

Florida is swamp, cypress dome, slough, creek and wet prairie or marsh.  

For 20 years, Forever Florida provided eco-tourism opportunities on the nature preserve 

and a working cattle ranch. Now, Forever Florida is returning to its roots, focusing on 

providing safe homes for the native species of Florida, both plants and animals.  

Do not dispair! Forever Florida is still offering field trips. A Buggy Tour can be scheduled 
for guests of all ages and physical abilities to enjoy the natural wilds of Florida and teach 
them about conserving this beautiful land for native plants and animals! 
 

Forever Florida is located in the heart of Osceola County near Holopaw at  
4755 N Kenansville Road 

St. Cloud FL 34773 
 

Field trips for groups of 12 to 20 visitors may be scheduled by emailing 
MargaretBrousard@gmail.com 

Field trips are free: 
donations to Forever Florida are gratefully accepted. 

 
 
Dennis Mayo created a truly awesome video incorporating photos from the field trip.  
 
Click here to be inspired:  https://youtu.be/5Z0kJAmoIG4 
 
Thank you Dennis! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://youtu.be/5Z0kJAmoIG4
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Upcoming Events & Meetings 

Date Event 

Sunday, June 11, 2023 Conradina Board Meeting (11am)  Member Potluck Brunch (Noon) Erna Nixon Park 

Saturday, June 17, 2023 FNPS Annual Membership Meeting 10 am to 11:30 am 

Sunday, June 25, 2023 Council of Chapters Meeting 

Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023   

Dr. Doug Tallamy's presentation 'Restoring Nature's Relationships' at  the Satellite Beach 

Community Center. Get your FREE ticket on Eventbright. 

Sunday, Sept. 10 from 2pm to  4pm ------ Register here 

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023   

Dr. Doug Tallamy's presentation 'Restoring Nature's Relationships'  from 6pm to 8pm at 

the Satellite Beach Community Center. Get your FREE ticket on Eventbright. 

Tuesday Sept. 12 from 6pm - 8pm ------ Register here  

Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023   

Native Plant Landscaping 101 from 2pm to 4pm at the  

Satellite Beach Community Center. Get your FREE ticket on Eventbright. 

Sunday, Oct. 8 from 2pm - 4pm ------    Register here 

Monday, Oct. 9, 2023    

Native Plant Landscaping 101 from 6pm to 8pm at the  

Satellite Beach Community Center. Get your FREE ticket on Eventbright. 

Monday Oct. 9 from 6pm - 8pm ------    Register here  

Saturday, Oct 14, 2023 The 2023 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour from 9am to 4pm 

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden and yard?  Have you had trou-

ble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

4C’s Nursery  321-586-0019 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     

installation & maintenance 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 

online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    

consultation and maintenance 

Native Butterfly Flowers, LLC Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site:  www.PlantRealFlorida.org    

Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see none on the shelf. Popular demand drives 

availability and can change our community for the better. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/640703971827
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/643282855337
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/640740581327
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-landscaping-101-tickets-643284450107
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
https://www.brevardwholesalenurseryfl.com/
https://changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
http://www.nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
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Date of the Landscaping Tour:  Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 - 9am to 4pm 

Tickets will be available on Eventbrite on Aug. 1 

Informational Sessions to Get Ready for the Tour: 

This year we're adding FREE education opportunities - All info sessions are at the              

Satellite Beach Community Center, 565 Cassia Blvd, Satellite Beach, Fl  32937 

 

September Sessions -Why Native Plants Are Important 

Why is WHAT you plant in your landscape important?  Here's the science to prove how    

important your landscape choices are. We'll be sharing a copy of Dr. Doug Tallamy's    

presentation 'Restoring Nature's Relationships' with amazing nature photography which 

shows the relationship between plants and wildlife. 

Sunday, Sept. 10 from 2pm - 4pm ------ Register here 

Tuesday Sept. 12 from 6pm - 8pm ------ Register here  

October Sessions - Learn how to get started with a native landscape to benefit local wildlife 

and the Indian River Lagoon. We'll be sharing practical how-to tips on getting started with 

your native landscape whether big or small including where to purchase native plants,    

avoiding invasive species, and determining your goals for your piece of paradise. 

Sunday, Oct. 8 from 2pm - 4pm ------    Register here 

Monday Oct. 9 from 6pm - 8pm ------    Register here  

 

 

Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour and Events 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/640703971827
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/643282855337
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/640740581327
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/643284450107
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Sponsership Opportunities for the 2023 Landscaping Tour 

The Conradina Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit.  

Please check out our website at https://conradina.fnpschapters.org  

Email janehiggins2016@gmail.com to inquire about becoming a sponsor.  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice your opin-

ion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – whatever 

it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve our native wild-

life.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to us at  Conradinachap-

terFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure there is a 

quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure the 

meeting is still a Go. (palmbayflorida.org) 

 

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30 pm on 4th Wednesday 

of the month in Council 

Chamber  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  

Efficiency Board | City of 

Melbourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory 

Board - Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeac

hfl.org/sustainability 

  

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - 

February, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City 

Hall  

The Rockledge Environ-

mental Enhancement Board | 

Rockledge, FL - Official 

Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council Cham-

bers, Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org) 

Satillite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council  

Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/government/city-departments-a-to-e/city-manager/sustainability
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Your Right to Clean & Healthy Waters 

Florida Needs Your Help For Our Right to Clean & Healthy Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that we the people are not guaranteed a right to clean and 

healthy water? Yes, that's right. The very laws that are written to keep our 

air and waters clean actually do the opposite and allow pollution through 

the permitting process.  

In this sense, for the past 50-60 years society has allotted businesses and 

governments a pass to pollute. The time has come to change the way the law 

is written.  

 

Please join the Clean and Healthy Waters movement and be one of the 

900,000 to sign a petition in support of putting an amendment on the 2024 

ballot here: Petitions | Florida's Right to Clean Water 

(floridarighttocleanwater.org) .  

The deadline is November 30, 2023, practically a whole year before the     

actual vote will take place.  

 

If you sign and get 20 of your friends to sign we can reach this extraordi-

nary goal in time. Check out the easy to navigate website, print, sign, and 

mail in your petition, and signup to be an ambassador!   

https://initiativepetitions.elections.myflorida.com/InitiativeForms/Volunteer

/DSDE155A_999_2202_EN.PDF 

 

Time is ticking to save Florida's waters...Please be part of the solution! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
Petitions%20|%20Florida's%20Right%20to%20Clean%20Water%20(floridarighttocleanwater.org)
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
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Chapter News 

If you are a member of the Florida State  Native Plant Society 

(FNPS), please pay particular attention to the following message 

from 

            Melanie Simon, Chair, 

            Council of Chapters 

            Florida Native Plant Society 

            msimon@fnps.org 

We have three very important things to announce/promote this 

month:  

• 2023 FNPS Survey 

• June 17  Annual Meeting 

• Landscape Award 

There are links or directions in the minutes to download  

documents and links to make this easier. 

Please make sure your Chapter communications person gets 

the information and distributes it.  

Click on the link below to view or download the minutes 

https://council.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/minutes/coc-2023-5-

28-minutes.pdf 

 

_______________________________________________________________  

Officers and Directors 

President 

Carl Winebarger 2022-2024 

Vice President 

Lynda Geraci  2021-2023 

Secretary 

Terry LaPlant  2022-2024 

Treasurer 

Jane Higgins 2022-2024 

Chapter Representative 

Martha Steuart  2022-2024 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasis Doshna  2022-2024 

Skip Healy  2022-2024 

Kathryn Merry 2021-2023 

Sara Morrison 2022-2024 

Karen Moser  2022-2024 

Bo Platt  2021-2023 

David Zeitz  2022-2024 

Past President 

Carol Hebert  2022-2023 

 
Membership Chair 

Lynda Geraci  

Webmaster 

Cammie Donaldson 

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio
 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 
 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
mailto:msimon@fnps.org
https://council.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/minutes/coc-2023-5-28-minutes.pdf
https://council.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/minutes/coc-2023-5-28-minutes.pdf
mailto:msimon@fnps.org
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/

