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Florida Reptiles in your Native Landscape by David Zeitz 

Dave's interest in reptiles and amphibians 
goes back to collecting them as a child in 
the Cincinnati suburbs. He got his degree 
in Veterinary Medicine from The Ohio 
State University in 1976, and went into 
small animal practice for 15 years before 
signing on with the US Dept of 
Agriculture (USDA) as a Veterinary 
Medical Officer, working with the meat 
and poultry industry both in the field and 
in Washington DC to ensure food safety. 
All during this time, he raised, bred, and 
traded in tortoises, lizards, and snakes, 
while learning everything he could about captive husbandry. He 
served a term as President of the Greater Cincinnati Herpetological 
Society, and edited the newsletter for several years thereafter. 
It was always his dream to move to Florida where he could pursue 
his herpetology hobby in a climate and environment that was more 
reptile-friendly, and was able to do so in 2009. 
Since joining the Native Plant Society, he has had a chance to 
observe how establishing a native landscape creates habitat for our 
native reptiles as well as other creatures. 
 
Can’t make the meeting at the library? Good news! We’re live 
streaming our meeting. Join in on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/ConradinaChapterFNPS 
 
 
 

 

Conradina Chapter Meeting 
Monday, April 10, 2023 
5:30 - 6:00 pm socialization, Meeting will begin at 6:00pm. 
Melbourne Library, 540 E Fee Avenue, Melbourne Florida, 32901 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.facebook.com/ConradinaChapterFNPS
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The Rouge Plant has wonderful colors all year long!  

The Rouge Plant (Rivina humilis) flowers are white and pinkish then they have fruit 

that turns to bright red berries.  

The Rouge Plant is a shade-loving and long-lived perennial. It grows naturally in the 

shade under trees and in low-light areas where grass often refuses to grow. (YAY!)  

 All year long it produces delicate white flowers that are visited by pollinators, and 

clusters of bright red berries relished by birds. In my yard I have seen Gray Catbirds 

and Cardinals enjoying the berries.  

Approximately 50% of the Gray Catbird's diet is fruit and berries. They also eat 

holly berries, elderberries, poison ivy and blackberries. Neat huh?  

The "rouge plant" name stems from the fact that they have been used as a dye and 

also for cosmetic uses to turn the cheeks or lips thus the common name of Rouge 

Plant. 

So if you’re looking for a beautiful plant to enhance a shady spot in your yard 

consider the Rouge Plant. Because who needs lawn grass anyway?  

 

 

 

Plant native! 

Carol’s Corner: The Rouge Plant 
 By Carol Hebert 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Upcoming Events & Meetings 

Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers 
Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden and yard?  Have you had trou-

ble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want?  Well here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for. 

Please call or check websites for hours, services and plant availability. 

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone Comments 

4C’s Nursery  321-586-0019 Native plants, landscape design & installation 

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy 321-536-0655 Native and edible plants, landscape design,     
installation & maintenance 

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan  Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants 
online 

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 Native landscape design, installation,                    
consultation and maintenance 

Native Butterfly Flowers, LLC Tim / Anna 321-626-7386 Native plants and landscape design 

Rockledge Gardens 

 

General Information 321-636-7662 Expanding native plant selection 

Wild Wet N Wackey Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 Expanding native plant selection 

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site:  www.PlantRealFlorida.org    

Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants – especially when you see none on the shelf. Popular demand drives 

availability and can change our community for the better. 

Date Event 

Saturday Apr 1, 2023 KBB’s Annual Trash Bash, 8am to 12pm, various locations  

Saturday Apr 1, 2023 Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park 6pm to 10pm 

Monday Apr 10, 2023 
Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave 
                    Speaker Amanda Rose Newton, EFSC Horticulture Dept. 

Saturday Apr 15, 2023 
Spring Fling in the Garden, , 9am to 12pm at Brevard Discovery Garden, 3695 Lake 
Drive, Cocoa FL 32926 

Saturday Apr 15, 2023 Turkey Creek Day, 9am to 2pm, 1502 Port Malabar Blvd., Palm Bay FL 32905 

Saturday Apr 15, 2023 First Annual Sustainability Fair at Palm Bay City Hall, 4pm to 7pm, 120 Malabar Road 

Saturday Apr 22, 2023 Arbor Day on Earth Day at Cocoa Reverfront Park 10am to 2pm 

Saturday Apr 22, 2023 
Coastal Garden Fair and Earth Day Celebration 9am to 2pm at the David R Schechter 
Community Center, 1089 S Patrick Drive, Satellite Beach FL 32937 

Friday Apr 28 to 
Monday Apr 30,2023 

Florida Native Plant Society's Virtual Conference 
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023 https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023 

Monday May 8, 2023 
Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave                          
Speaker Margaret Broussard will highlight the Forever Florida site. 

Sunday June 11, 2023 Conradina Board Meeting (11am)  Member Potluck Brunch (Noon) Erna Nixon Park 

Saturday Oct 14, 2023 The 2023 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour from 9am to 4pm 

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/ 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.brevardwholesalenurseryfl.com/
https://changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
http://www.nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/
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Keep Brevard Beautiful Annual Trash Bash 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park 

Where: 1200 Evans Rd. W. Melbourne, 32904  

Parking: Melbourne Square Mall-JCPenney parking lot 

When: April 1st, 2023- 6:00PM-10:00PM 

Cost: $4 per person-Pre-registration: https://bit.ly/ENP-Moonlight-Stroll  

Cash will be accepted at door. Join us once again for some wonderful evenings with 

friends and family by viewing celestial bodies in the night sky through Brevard As-

tronomical Society telescopes.  

Listen to live music throughout the park and along the boardwalk provided by sev-

eral different bands and solo artists.  

You’ll also be able to please your taste buds by enjoying food from gourmet food 

trucks. We’ll also have a variety of local vendors under the pavilion for your shop-

ping pleasure.  

Dates and times are subject to change, weather permitting.  

Follow us on Facebook @BrevardParks to stay up to date on all event changes.  

Call 321-952-4525 with any questions. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Turkey Creek Day 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Palm Bay’s First Annual Sustainability Fair 

Exciting vendors at the 1st Annual Sustainability Fair:  Kona Ice, Native 

Butterfly Flowers, Recycle Brevard, Women's Center of Brevard Thrift 

Shop showcasing sustainable fashion, Cheeriogram face painters, MRC, 

Conradina, Palm Bay Utilities showcasing water conservation with games 

and free popcorn, food trucks, bounce house, and more!! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/


April 2023 Conradina News Page 8 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org   

Brevard Discovery Garden Spring Fling 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair and Earth Day Celebration 

This event is designed to bring our community together to enjoy an outdoor fair that 

promotes embracing nature and nurturing our environment while beautifying our 

surroundings.  

Garden-related items, outdoor products, coastal art, sustainability products, and  

educational displays will be available for everyone to enjoy and purchase.  

 Bring your family for a day of fun at the Satellite Beach Garden Fair!  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Get Ready for the 2023 Landscaping Florida Natives Tour! 

When:  Saturday, October 14, 2023 from 9 am – 4 pm 

Where:  Landscaping sites primarily in Satellite Beach 

What’s Different this Year:  There will be special presentations for the Sept. and Oct. 

general meetings leading up to the tour in a different location (not the Melbourne      

Library) and open to the public.  This will help tour attendees get a solid background in 

native plants and why they’re important before the tour to maximize their experience. 

Location: Satellite Beach Civic Center, 565 Cassia, Satellite Beach 

Sept Presentation: Sharing Dr. Doug Tallamy’s “Why Native Plants are important” 

September Dates & Times: Sunday, Sep. 10: 2 - 4pm and Monday, Sep 11: 6 - 8pm 

October Presentation: “Native Plants 101” 

October Dates & Times: Sunday, Oct. 8: 2 - 4pm and Monday, Oct. 9: 6 - 8pm 

STAY TUNED FOR EVENTBRITE REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND LINK 

What Can You Do to Help?   

We’re looking for sponsors to help with the cost of putting on the tour.  If you know 

someone or a business, please have them check out sponsorship levels at  

Sponsorship Opportunities - Conradina Chapter FNPS (brevardlandscapetour.org) 

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://brevardlandscapetour.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
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Sponsership Opportunities for the 2023 Landscaping Tour 

The Conradina Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit.  

Please check out our website at https://conradina.fnpschapters.org  

Email janehiggins2016@gmail.com to inquire about becoming a sponsor.  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
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Chapter Projects 

Native Plants at the Florida Wildlife Hospital 

The Florida Wildlife Hospital was very thankful to the Conradina Chapter for donating over 

70 native plants donated by members, $700 of pine straw, and the volunteers from L3Harris 

Technologies for getting all of the plants in the ground and mulched.  

For more information about the Florida Wildlife Hospital and the awesome work they do, 

please click here: Rescue, Rehabilitate, & Release Animals – Florida Wildlife Hospital 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Invasive Plant Removal at Erna Nixon Park 

On Sunday, Feb. 26 about 14 volun-

teers gathered to remove invasive 

plants with Environmental Program 

Supervisor Cheryl, Lisa and Celia at 

Erna Nixon Park.  Our mission was 

once again to remove invasive        

Ardesia elliptica (also known as shoe-

button) brought here from Asia 

around 1900. This prolific Category 1 

invasive looks similar to our native 

Marlberry but has pinkish tips and 

spreads much faster.  Here’s our hard 

working team representing all age 

groups!  Thanks so much for helping this beautiful park stay native. 

And here’s the hard working crew on Saturday, March 25 still working on that invasive    

Ardesia!!  As a special treat, we saw this Ruddy Daggerwing butterfly which ranks among 

the more exotic butterflies found in Florida!!  

 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://floridawildlifehospital.org/
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You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice 

your opinion and get involved with local events.   

Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability – 

whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve 

our native wildlife.  Please check out the listing below or send your city information to 

us at  ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list. 

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure 

there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go. 

Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure 

the meeting is still a Go. 

NOTE: Palm Bay SustainabilityAdvisory Board website is currently unavailable. 

 

Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board! 

City Meeting Time & Place Website 

Indialantic 5:30 pm on 4th Wednesday 

of the month in Council 

Chamber  

Boards & Committees | The 

Town of Indialantic Florida | 

Official WebSite  

Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the 

month in City Hall Council 

Chamber  

Beautification & Energy  

Efficiency Board | City of 

Melbourne, FL 

(melbourneflorida.org)  

Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach  

Environmental Advisory 

Board - Home | Facebook  

Sustainability | Melbourne 

Beach FL 

https://www.melbournebeac

hfl.org/sustainability 

  

Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - 

February, June, and Oct. in 

Council Chamber at City 

Hall  

The Rockledge Environ-

mental Enhancement Board | 

Rockledge, FL - Official 

Website 

(cityofrockledge.org)  

Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council Cham-

bers, Palm Bay City Hall  

Sustainability Advisory 

Board | City of Palm Bay, 

FL (palmbayflorida.org)  

Satillite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of 

the month in Council  

Chambers  

Satellite Beach, FL  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.indialantic.com/boards-committees/
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/about/municipal-boards/beautification-and-energy-efficiency-board
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.melbournebeachfl.org/sustainability
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.cityofrockledge.org/141/The-Rockledge-Environmental-Enhancement-
https://www.palmbayflorida.org/
https://www.satellitebeach.org/
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Your Right to Clean & Healthy Waters 

Florida Needs Your Help For Our Right to Clean & Healthy Water 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that we the people are not guaranteed a right to clean and 

healthy water? Yes, that's right. The very laws that are written to keep our 

air and waters clean actually do the opposite and allow pollution through 

the permitting process.  

In this sense, for the past 50-60 years society has allotted businesses and 

governments a pass to pollute. The time has come to change the way the law 

is written.  

 

Please join the Clean and Healthy Waters movement and be one of the 

900,000 to sign a petition in support of putting an amendment on the 2024 

ballot here: Petitions | Florida's Right to Clean Water 

(floridarighttocleanwater.org) .  

The deadline is November 30, 2023, practically a whole year before the     

actual vote will take place.  

 

If you sign and get 20 of your friends to sign we can reach this extraordi-

nary goal in time. Check out the easy to navigate website, print, sign, and 

mail in your petition, and signup to be an ambassador!   

https://initiativepetitions.elections.myflorida.com/InitiativeForms/Volunteer

/DSDE155A_999_2202_EN.PDF 

 

Time is ticking to save Florida's waters...Please be part of the solution! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
Petitions%20|%20Florida's%20Right%20to%20Clean%20Water%20(floridarighttocleanwater.org)
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/petition
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Officers and Directors 

President 

Carl Winebarger 2022-2024 

Vice President 

Lynda Geraci  2021-2023 

Secretary 

Terry LaPlant  2022-2024 

Treasurer 

Jane Higgins 2022-2024 

Chapter Representative 

Martha Steuart  2022-2024 

Board of Directors At Large 

Anastasis Doshna  2022-2024 

Skip Healy  2022-2024 

Kathryn Merry 2021-2023 

Sara Morrison 2022-2024 

Karen Moser  2022-2024 

Bo Platt  2021-2023 

David Zeitz  2022-2024 
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Carol Hebert  2022-2023 

 
Membership Chair 

Lynda Geraci  

Webmaster 

Cammie Donaldson 

Newsletter Editor 

Marilyn Peio
 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

 

YouTube - Conradina Chapter 

FNPS 
 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter News 

Florida Native Plant Society 42nd Annual (Virtual) Conference 
Experience expert speakers, panel discussions, games, silent      
auction and more! For more information, Click here: 

                                             https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023 

Florida Friendly Landscaping at the Eau Gallie Civic Center 
On Saturday March 25th the Florida Friendly Landscaping Event 
took place at the Eau Gallie Civic Center. There was a very large 
turn out for the event. Conradina had a table where we sold books 
and plants and passed out brochures and other literature and an-
swered questions about native plants. The event featured the fol-
lowing speakers Kathy Hill Indian River Lagoon National Estuary 
Program, Sally Scalera UF/IFAS Extension Brevard County, Sherri 
Blisset-Clark, Florida Bat Conservancy, and Nick & Nicole Perna 
on vegetative buffers. 

We Need Your Help to Find a New Location for the Conradina 
Meetings! 
Our membership is growing which is wonderful!  If you’ve been to 
one of our meetings lately, you’ll notice it’s getting a bit crowded 
and we need to find a bigger space.  The January meeting had 70 
attendees!  Do you know of anyplace with a bigger space we could 
could use please?  Here are our criteria:  

Very low cost or free to a non-profit 
Able to hold 70 to 100 people comfortably with check-in tables, 
book sales and snack tables at the back. Tables and chairs need to 
be included please. 
Has internet/WIFI capability and either a projection screen or a 
blank wall to project upon -  we have a projector. 
Available the 2nd Monday evening of the month from 5 to 8 pm. 
Ideally located in Melbourne as being central to the South end of 
Brevard County. 
We are thinking a church or a small auditorium would be awesome. 
If you know of anyplace,  
please let Jane know at janehiggins2016@gmail.com 
  

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQPCjDvXqQLEgzCYqc0EZ5A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.fnps.org/
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023

