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Carol’s Corner: The Rouge Plant

By Carol Hebert

The Rouge Plant has wonderful colors all year long!

The Rouge Plant (Rivina humilis) flowers are white and pinkish then they have fruit
that turns to bright red berries.

The Rouge Plant is a shade-loving and long-lived perennial. It grows naturally in the
shade under trees and in low-light areas where grass often refuses to grow. (YAY!)
All year long it produces delicate white flowers that are visited by pollinators, and
clusters of bright red berries relished by birds. In my yard I have seen Gray Catbirds
and Cardinals enjoying the berries.

Approximately 50% of the Gray Catbird's diet is fruit and berries. They also eat
holly berries, elderberries, poison ivy and blackberries. Neat huh?

The "rouge plant' name stems from the fact that they have been used as a dye and
also for cosmetic uses to turn the cheeks or lips thus the common name of Rouge
Plant.

So if you’re looking for a beautiful plant to enhance a shady spot in your yard
consider the Rouge Plant. Because who needs lawn grass anyway?

Plant native!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Upcoming Events & Meetings

Date

Event

Saturday Apr 1, 2023

KBB’s Annual Trash Bash, 8am to 12pm, various locations

Saturday Apr 1, 2023

Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park 6pm to 10pm

Monday Apr 10, 2023

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave
Speaker Amanda Rose Newton, EFSC Horticulture Dept.

Saturday Apr 15, 2023

Spring Fling in the Garden, , 9am to 12pm at Brevard Discovery Garden, 3695 Lake
Drive, Cocoa FL 32926

Saturday Apr 15, 2023

Turkey Creek Day, 9am to 2pm, 1502 Port Malabar Blvd., Palm Bay FL 32905

Saturday Apr 15, 2023

First Annual Sustainability Fair at Palm Bay City Hall, 4pm to 7pm, 120 Malabar Road

Saturday Apr 22, 2023

Arbor Day on Earth Day at Cocoa Reverfront Park 10am to 2pm

Saturday Apr 22, 2023

Coastal Garden Fair and Earth Day Celebration 9am to 2pm at the David R Schechter
Community Center, 1089 S Patrick Drive, Satellite Beach FL 32937

Friday Apr 28 to
Monday Apr 30,2023

Florida Native Plant Society's Virtual Conference
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023 https://www.fnps.org/conference /2023

Monday May 8, 2023

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave
Speaker Margaret Broussard will highlight the Forever Florida site.

Sunday June 11, 2023

Conradina Board Meeting (11am) Member Potluck Brunch (Noon) Erna Nixon Park

Saturday Oct 14, 2023

The 2023 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour from 9am to 4pm

Page 3

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/

Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden and yard? Have you had trou-
ble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want? Well here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for.
Please call or check websites for hours, services and plant availability.

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone | Comments
4C’s Nursery 321-586-0019 | Native plants, landscape design & installation

321-536-0655 | Native and edible plants, landscape design,

installation & maintenance

Change of Greenery Brendan Healy

Florida Native Wildflowers Sharon Dolan Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants

online

Go Native Landscaping Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 | Native landscape design, installation,

consultation and maintenance

Native Butterfly Flowers, ILI.C Tim / Anna 321-626-7386

Native plants and landscape design

General Information | 321-636-7662 | Expanding native plant selection

Rockledge Gardens

Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 | Expanding native plant selection

Wild Wet N Wackey

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site: www.PlantRealFlorida.org
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants — especially when you see none on the shelf. Popular demand drives
availability and can change our community for the better.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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Keep Brevard Beautiful Annual Trash Bash

KBB's ANNUAL TRASH BASH APRIL1ST, 2023
SAM TO 12PM
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Melbourne Titusville
“ Melbourne Main St Playalinda Beach
Ascension Catholic School Isaac Campbell Park
u Carver Community Park Sand Point Park
'— River View Park Born Again Believers Ministries
J Joseph N Davis Community Center Palm Bay
Eddie L Taylor Community Center Malabar Road/Heritage Parkway to Emerson
Palm Bay HS Degroodt from Minton to Bayside HS
Paradise Beach Malabar Road West to Auto Zone to Circle K
Southwest Park San Filippo from Malabar Road to Waco Blvd
Babcock St S to Waco Blvd
c?“.‘ Beach US1 from Palm Bay Rd to Robert J Conlan
Lori Wilson Park
1000 Island Port Canaveral
Downtown CB Freddie Patrick Boat Ramp
Shepard Park Cocoa

Bicentennial Park Brocco Pond

Anderson Park

Cape Canaveral : % ;
Charie DownBark Hill Top Cemetery- Lora Howell and Familyk
West Melbourne
Rockledge West Melbourne Community Park
City Hall Teams will be assigned Westbrooke Park
Satellite Beach

Melbourne Beach

Coconut Point North Staircase Pelican Park

Sports Park Complex
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Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park

Moonlight Stroll at
Erna Nixon Park

1200 Evans Road, West Melbourne, FL 32904

NO Parking at/in Erna Nixon

FREE Shuttles from Melbourne Square Mall

Handicap parking available at Park
Must check in at parking lot first

Where: 1200 Evans Rd. W. Melbourne, 32904
Parking: Melbourne Square Mall-JCPenney parking lot
When: April 1st, 2023- 6:00PM-10:00PM
Cost: $4 per person-Pre-registration: https://bit.ly/ ENP-Moonlight-Stroll

Cash will be accepted at door. Join us once again for some wonderful evenings with
friends and family by viewing celestial bodies in the night sky through Brevard As-
tronomical Society telescopes.

Listen to live music throughout the park and along the boardwalk provided by sev-
eral different bands and solo artists.

You’ll also be able to please your taste buds by enjoying food from gourmet food
trucks. We’ll also have a variety of local vendors under the pavilion for your shop-
ping pleasure.

Dates and times are subject to change, weather permitting.
Follow us on Facebook @BrevardParks to stay up to date on all event changes.

Call 321-952-4525 with any questions.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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Turkey Creek Day 2023
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FOR QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL THE NATURE CENTER
TG AT (320) 6766690
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Palm Bay’s First Annual Sustainability Fair
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JOIN US FOR

Food vendors, eco-vendors, FREE
rain barrel workshop
(pre-registration required), FREE
bounce house, FREE face
painting, FREE sustainable
demonstrations, FREE raffle, FREE
games, FREE giveaways, and
more!
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Palm Bay

THE GITY OF PALM BAY'S
SUSTAINABILITY
ADViSORY BOARD!

CITY HALL

FREE Rain Barrel Workshop!
j Scan Here to Register 120 Malabar Road

Exciting vendors at the 1st Annual Sustainability Fair: Kona Ice, Native
Butterfly Flowers, Recycle Brevard, Women's Center of Brevard Thrift
Shop showcasing sustainable fashion, Cheeriogram face painters, MRC,
Conradina, Palm Bay Utilities showcasing water conservation with games
and free popcorn, food trucks, bounce house, and more!!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Brevard Discovery Garden

Spring Fling in the Garden

Saturday, April 15, 2023 | 9am - 12pm
3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa, FL 32926

« Take a walk through the Brevard Discovery Garden! Enjoy our Florida Friendly
Landscaping demonstration gardens filled with native and FL friendly plants.

« Purchase a plant or two at the Plant Sale! Master Gardeners have propagated plants
directly from the garden. Choose from a selection of Native, Keystone & Florida
Friendly Plants and even a few vegetables (cash or check only).

« Brighten your windowsill, porch or patio with a Decorative Dish Garden filled with
easy-care succulent plants.

» UF/IFAS Brevard County Master Gardeners will be on hand to answer gardening
and plant questions. Learn about environmentally friendly gardening practices.

« Need your dull gardening tools sharpened? Our volunteer Sharpening Master will be
on hand to clean and sharpen your tools (minimum $5 donation | 2 tools per visitor)

« Sally Scalera, UF/IFAS Brevard County Urban Horticulturist, will be conducting a free
Hands-On Plant Propagation Workshop from 10am-11am in the Extension Office
Auditorium. Register at https://BDGplantpropagationWksp.eventbrite.com to
ensure a seat).

RAIN OR SHINE - Go to Facebook.Com/BrevardDiscoveryGarden for more information

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution
In accordance with the Americans with Disablilities Act and Section 286/26, F.5,,
persons needing accommodations or an interpreter to participate in the proceeding
should notify the University of Florida 8ravard County Extension Service no later ..
than 72 hours.prior to the meeting at 321:633-1702'oF Fax321-633-1890. .

drevard

N Y
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Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair and Earth Day Celebration

Satellite Beach, Coastal Garden
fair and Earth Day Celebration

Where: David R Schechter Community Center1089 S Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL 32937
What: Save The Date!

iy When: April 22, 2023
s Time: 9:00am - 2:00pm

This event is designed to bring our community together to enjoy an outdoor fair that

promotes embracing nature and nurturing our environment while beautifying our
surroundings.

Garden-related items, outdoor products, coastal art, sustainability products, and
educational displays will be available for everyone to enjoy and purchase.

Bring your family for a day of fun at the Satellite Beach Garden Fair!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Get Ready for the 2023 Landscaping Florida Natives Tour!

When: Saturday, October 14, 2023 from 9 am — 4 pm
Where: Landscaping sites primarily in Satellite Beach

What’s Different this Year: There will be special presentations for the Sept. and Oct.
general meetings leading up to the tour in a different location (not the Melbourne
Library) and open to the public. This will help tour attendees get a solid background in
native plants and why they’re important before the tour to maximize their experience.

Location: Satellite Beach Civic Center, 565 Cassia, Satellite Beach

Sept Presentation: Sharing Dr. Doug Tallamy’s “Why Native Plants are important”
September Dates & Times: Sunday, Sep. 10: 2 - 4pm and Monday, Sep 11: 6 - Spm
October Presentation: “Native Plants 101”

October Dates & Times: Sunday, Oct. 8: 2 - 4pm and Monday, Oct. 9: 6 - 8pm

STAY TUNED FOR EVENTBRITE REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND LINK
What Can You Do to Help?

We’re looking for sponsors to help with the cost of putting on the tour. If you know
someone or a business, please have them check out sponsorship levels at

Sponsorship Opportunities - Conradina Chapter FNPS (brevardlandscapetour.org)

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j
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Sponsership Opportunities for the 2023 Landscaping Tour

2023 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour

;y.-“" ¥ P%y;\ Hosted By Conradina Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

October 14, 2023

SErARUN S repens

Sponsorship Opportunities

Please come support us for the 14th Annual Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour to observe and explore wonderful
native plant iandscapes at a variety of locations in South Brevard. The tour is a fabulous lock at what homeowners and
public spaces have done using native plants in different situations. Native plants are important to preserve our wildlife,
pollinators and local heritage as well as requiring much less maintenance, water, and fertilizer, which benefits our local
environment and the indian River Lagoon. Sponsorship funds will be used to provide plant markers, volunteer t-shirts,
and marketing media.

Sponsor Levels

Oak tree Quercus Sponsor — the most powerful Brevard County keystone plant supports 395 species of insects

$1,000 « Photo advertisement with link on Landscaping Tour website for 1 year
* Top placement of company logo/link on Sponsors page on Landscaping Tour website
*» Company logo on event t-shirts, postcards, flyers, social media, and posters
* Full-page, color advertisement in the front of the Landscaping Tour Guidebook
* Display of company marketing materials at Tour registration sites
* 10 complimentary Landscaping Tour tickets

Pine Tree Pinus Sponsor — supports 171 species of butterflies and moths

$500 < Captioned photo advertisement with link on Landscaping Tour website for 1 year
* Company logo on event t-shirts, postcards, flyers, social media, and posters
* Half-page, full-color advertisement inside Landscaping Tour Guidebook
* Display of company marketing materials at Tour registration sites
* 7 complimentary Landscaping Tour tickets

Walter’s viburnum Viburnum Sponsor — supports 75 species of butterflies and moths

$250 + Captioned photo advertisement with link on Landscaping Tour website for 1 year
+ Company logp on event t-shirts, postcards, flyers, social media, and posters
* Quarter-page, full-color advertisement inside Landscaping Tour Guidebook
* Display of company marketing materials at Tour registration sites
* 4 complimentary Landscaping Tour tickets

Goldenrod flowers Solidago Sponsor - supports 82 species of caterpillars and 12 species of native bees

$100 -« Sponsor recognition (company logo/link} on Landscaping Tour website for 1 year
* Business card, black & white advertisement in Landscaping Tour Guidebook
* Display of company marketing materials at Tour registration sites
* 2 complimentary Landscaping Tour tickets

The Conradina Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit.
Please check out our website at https://conradina.fnpschapters.org

Email janehiggins2016@gmail.com to inquire about becoming a sponsor.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j
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Chapter Projects

Native Plants at the Florida Wildlife Hospital

The Florida Wildlife Hospital was very thankful to the Conradina Chapter for donating over
70 native plants donated by members, $700 of pine straw, and the volunteers from L3Harris
Technologies for getting all of the plants in the ground and mulched.

For more information about the Florida Wildlife Hospital and the awesome work they do,
please click here: Rescue, Rehabilitate, & Release Animals — Florida Wildlife Hospital

Invasive Plant Removal at Erna Nixon Park

On Sunday, Feb. 26 about 14 volun-
teers gathered to remove invasive
plants with Environmental Program
Supervisor Cheryl, Lisa and Celia at
Erna Nixon Park. Our mission was
once again to remove invasive
Ardesia elliptica (also known as shoe-
button) brought here from Asia
around 1900. This prolific Category 1
invasive looks similar to our native
Marlberry but has pinkish tips and
spreads much faster. Here’s our hard
working team representing all age
groups! Thanks so much for helping this beautiful park stay native.

And here’s the hard working crew on Saturday, March 25 still working on that invasive
Ardesia!! As a special treat, we saw this Ruddy Daggerwing butterfly which ranks among
the more exotic butterflies found in Florida!!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board!

You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice
your opinion and get involved with local events.
Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability —
whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve
our native wildlife. Please check out the listing below or send your city information to
us at ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list.

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure
there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go.
Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure

the meeting is still a Go.

NOTE: Palm Bay SustainabilityAdvisory Board website is currently unavailable.

City Meeting Time & Place Website
Indialantic 5:30 pm on 4th Wednesday | Boards & Committees | The
of the month in Council | Town of Indialantic Florida |
Chamber Official WebSite
Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the Beautification & Energy
month in City Hall Council | Efficiency Board | City of
Chamber Melbourne, FL,
(melbourneflorida.org)
Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach Sustainability | Melbourne
Environmental Advisory Beach FL
Board - Home | Facebook | https://www.melbournebeac
hfl.org/sustainability
Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - The Rockledge Environ-
February, June, and Oct. in |mental Enhancement Board |
Council Chamber at City Rockledge, FL - Official
Hall Website
(cityofrockledge.org)
Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Sustainability Advisory
the month in Council Cham-| Board | City of Palm Bay,
bers, Palm Bay City Hall FL (palmbayflorida.org)
Satillite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Satellite Beach, FL
the month in Council
Chambers

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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Your Right to Clean & Healthy Waters

Florida Needs Your Help For Our Right to Clean & Healthy Water

/Q

THE

RIGHT<CLEAN

WATER

Did you know that we the people are not guaranteed a right to clean and
healthy water? Yes, that's right. The very laws that are written to keep our
air and waters clean actually do the opposite and allow pollution through
the permitting process.

In this sense, for the past 50-60 years society has allotted businesses and
governments a pass to pollute. The time has come to change the way the law
is written.

Please join the Clean and Healthy Waters movement and be one of the
900,000 to sign a petition in support of putting an amendment on the 2024
ballot here: Petitions | Florida's Right to Clean Water
(floridarighttocleanwater.org) .

The deadline is November 30, 2023, practically a whole year before the
actual vote will take place.

If you sign and get 20 of your friends to sign we can reach this extraordi-
nary goal in time. Check out the easy to navigate website, print, sign, and
mail in your petition, and signup to be an ambassador!

https://initiativepetitions.elections.myflorida.com/InitiativeForms/Volunteer
/DSDE155A 999 2202 EN.PDF

Time is ticking to save Florida's waters...Please be part of the solution!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Chapter News

Florida Native Plant Society 42nd Annual (Virtual) Conference
Experience expert speakers, panel discussions, games, silent
auction and more! For more information, Click here:

https://www.thps.org/conference/2023

Florida Friendly Landscaping at the Eau Gallie Civic Center
On Saturday March 25th the Florida Friendly Landscaping Event
took place at the Eau Gallie Civic Center. There was a very large
turn out for the event. Conradina had a table where we sold books
and plants and passed out brochures and other literature and an-
swered questions about native plants. The event featured the fol-
lowing speakers Kathy Hill Indian River Lagoon National Estuary
Program, Sally Scalera UF/IFAS Extension Brevard County, Sherri
Blisset-Clark, Florida Bat Conservancy, and Nick & Nicole Perna
on vegetative buffers.

3] N
9
>
5 r
(

We Need Your Help to Find a New Location for the Conradina
Meetings!

Our membership 1s growing which is wonderful! If you’ve been to
one of our meetings lately, you’ll notice it’s getting a bit crowded
and we need to find a bigger space. The January meeting had 70
attendees! Do you know of anyplace with a bigger space we could
could use please? Here are our criteria:

Very low cost or free to a non-profit

Able to hold 70 to 100 people comfortably with check-in tables,
book sales and snack tables at the back. Tables and chairs need to
be included please.

Has internet/WIFI capability and either a projection screen or a
blank wall to project upon - we have a projector.

Available the 2nd Monday evening of the month from 5 to 8 pm.
Ideally located in Melbourne as being central to the South end of
Brevard County.

We are thinking a church or a small auditorium would be awesome.
If you know of anyplace,

please let Jane know at janehiggins2016@gmail.com
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