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Conradina Chapter Meeting
Monday, March 13, 2023

5:30 - 6:00 pm socialization, Meeting will begin at 6:00pm.
Melbourne Library Meeting Room
540 E Fee Avenue

The Care and Feeding of our Soil by Sally Scalera

Sally Scalera graduated from
Iowa State University with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Horticulture. With degree in
hand, she left Iowa to work for
a mouse!

She started off in Florida
working at Walt Disney World
at EPCOT Center in landscaping, then to the Land Pavilion at
EPCOT and then to the Disney Tree Farm and Nursery.

In 1992 Sally started working on her Masters’ degree at UCF
(graduating in 1995) and in January 1993 she joined the UF/IFAS
Extension Brevard County where she is the Urban Horticulture

Agent and Master Gardener coordinator.
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Carol’s Corner: SHHH! It's a secret!

By Carol Hebert

I'm growing cotton in my yard.
Be sure not to tell anyone! I had a
friend from the Conradina
Chapter ask if I wanted to grow a
cotton plant and I said YES. It
grows very easy and the blooms
are beautiful!

Gossypium hirsutum is very
pretty and produces cotton
balls.The blooms are such a
wonderful pink color. The cotton
comes along quickly after and
yes, there are seeds in the cotton
balls. I haven't seen any birds or -
squirrels near the cotton bush. :

Currently the cotton bush is illegal to grow in
Florida. A Florida law was passed in the early
1900s banning the growing of wild cottons,
which can attract boll weevils insects.

The intent was to protect commercial cotton
farming. Methods of agricultural protection are
more advanced today, and the native Florida
cotton does not grow in the parts of the state
where cottons are grown commercially.

However, the law is still on the books. You are
allowed to plant cotton from seeds. So hey, do
me a favor and let's keep this a secret.

Plant native!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Upcoming Events & Meetings

Date

Event

Tuesday Feb 28, 2023

Melbourne Beach Library Native Plant Butterfly Garden Prep Day from 9am to 11am

Saturday Mar 4, 2023

Melbourne Botanical Fest, 8 am to 5 pm on East New Haven Ave, Melbourne FL 32901

Saturday Mar 4, 2023

Melbourne Beach Library Native Plant Butterfly Garden Planting Day, Starts at 8:30am

Saturday Mar 11, 2023

‘Town of Melbourne Beach Open House at the Old Town Hall History Center featuring
native plants added at the Center. 2373 Oak Street, Melbourne Beach FL 32951

Monday Mar 13, 2023

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave
Speaker Sally Scalera, Horticulture Agent/Master Gardener Coordinator

Saturday Mar 25,
2023

‘The Florida-Friendly Landscaping Seminar March 25th at The Eau Gallie Civic Center,
1551 Highland Ave. Melbourne FL 32935

Saturday Mar 25,
2023

Invasive plant removal at Erna Nixon Park, 9am to 12pm. Bring lunch if you stay longer.

Saturday Apr 1, 2023

Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park 6pm to 10pm

Monday Apr 10, 2023

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Ave
Speaker Amanda Rose Newton, EFSC Horticulture Dept.

Saturday Apr 15, 2023

Turkey Creek Day, 9am to 2pm, 1502 Port Malabar Blvd., Palm Bay FL 32905

Saturday Apr 15, 2023

First Annual Sustainability Fair at Palm Bay City Hall, 4pm to 7pm, 120 Malabar Road

Saturday Apr 22, 2023

Earth Day! Stay tuned for upcoming events in the works in Satellite Beach

Monday May 8, 2023

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. 6pm at Melbourne library on Fee Av
Speaker Margaret Broussard will highlight the Forever Florida site.

Sunday June 11, 2023

Conradina Board Meeting (11am) Member Potluck Brunch (Noon) Erna Nixon Park

Saturday Oct 14, 2023

The 2023 Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour from 9am to 4pm

See Conradina web page for additional events: https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/

Native Plant Nurseries and Service Providers

Have you planned on, or have you already started planting new native plants in your garden and yard? Have you had trou-
ble finding the native plants and wildflowers you want? Well here are a few links to help you locate what you are looking for.
Please call or check websites for hours, services and plant availability.

Company / Web link Name / email Telephone | Comments
4C’s Nursery 321-586-0019 | Native plants, landscape design & installation

Change of Greenery

321-536-0655 | Native and edible plants, landscape design,

installation & maintenance

Brendan Healy

Florida Native Wildflowers

Sharon Dolan Purchase pots, seeds and Florida Native Plants

online

Go Native Landscaping

Nichole Perma 321-795-3111 | Native landscape design, installation,

consultation and maintenance

Native Butterfly Flowers,

11C Tim / Anna 321-626-7386

Native plants and landscape design

Rockledge Gardens

General Information | 321-636-7662 | Expanding native plant selection

Wild Wet N Wackey

Kiela Frank 321-417-2218 | Expanding native plant selection

Additional local sources of plants and services may be found at our FANN partner site: www.PlantRealFlorida.org
Shopping elsewhere? Please always ask for Florida native plants — especially when you see none on the shelf. Popular demand drives
availability and can change our community for the better.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “



http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/
https://www.brevardwholesalenurseryfl.com/
https://changeofgreenery.org/
mailto:changeofgreeneryfl@gmail.com
https://floridanativewildflowers.com
http://www.gonativelandscaping.com
mailto:gonativelandscaping@icloud.com
http://www.nativebutterflyflowers.com/
mailto:NativeButterflyFlowers@gmail.com
https://www.rockledgegardens.com/florida-native-plants/
mailto:info@rockledgegardens.com
http://wildwetnwacky.com/
mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
http://www.PlantRealFlorida.org
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/events/

March 2023 Conradina News Page 4

The Downtown Melbourne Botanical Fest

March 4, 2023 @ 8:00 am - 4:00 pm at

1900 South Harbour City Blvd.

Melbourne, FL 32901

Visit Downtown Melbourne this spring for a FREE family-friendly event that attracts
visitors from the region and features lavish landscape designs, garden sculptures,
flowers and plants, trees and shrubs, unique gifts, garden-themed art, great food, and
much more!

Conradina Chapter will have a booth at this event.

Help promote native plants! THANK YOU!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j
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Help Us Tackle Invasive Plants

Please Help Us Tackle Invasive Plants

Remember that awesome talk by Skip Healy last March on ‘Invasive Species in
the Landscape?’ Invasive plant species crowd out the beneficial native plants
and damage local wildlife. This is an on-going challenge in Florida and other
tropical climates where plants rapidly multiple without cold weather to keep
them in check.

Conradina has organized the following invasive plant removal project for you to
bring family and friends to lend a hand to these local beautiful habitats:

Saturday, March 25, 2023

Invasive plant removal at Erna Nixon Park, 9 am to 12 pm. Bring lunch if you'd
like to work longer

Please wear closed toes shoes and work gloves, bring water, snacks and lunch.
Supervised children are welcome and this is a great opportunity for teens need-
ing community service hours! No experience needed! For questions, please con-
tact janehiggins2016@gmail.com

If this date is not convenient for you, this location is open to scheduling your
group!

For more information on invasive plants, please check out the following websites:

Florida Invasive Species Council

FLIP: Florida Invasive Plants (usf.edu)

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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The Melbourne Beach Library Native Plant Butterfly Garden

The MELBOURNE BEACH LIBRARY NATIVE PLANT BUTTERFLY GARDEN
Volunteers Needed!

“Prep Day” on Tuesday, February 28, at 9-11am.
This will involve pulling weeds and rock removal.
The more we get done before the planting, the better it will be for the garden.
Bring your garden tools.
Planting Day on Saturday, March 4, 2023
Starting at 8:30am
East Side of the MB Library parking lot
Bring shovels, spades, rakes, gloves and water

For questions, please contact Curtis Byrd, Co-coordinator of MB Library Native Plant Butterfly
Garden Project

curtisbyrd@gmail.com (321) 266-0794

Sponsored by:
Contadina Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

Melbourne Beach Supermarket- Charlie Zubi
ACE Hardware- Indialantic
Friends of the Library-Melbourne Beach

Town of Melbourne Beach Environmental Advisory Board

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j
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Moonlight Stroll in Erna Nixon Park

Moonlight Stroll at
Erna Nixon Park

1200 Evans Road, West Melbourne, FL 32904

NO Parking at/in Erna Nixon

FREE Shuttles from Melbourne Square Mall

Handicap parking available at Park
Must check in at parking lot first

Where: 1200 Evans Rd. W. Melbourne, 32904
Parking: Melbourne Square Mall-JCPenney parking lot
When: April 1st, 2023- 6:00PM-10:00PM
Cost: $4 per person-Pre-registration: https://bit.ly/ ENP-Moonlight-Stroll

Cash will be accepted at door. Join us once again for some wonderful evenings with
friends and family by viewing celestial bodies in the night sky through Brevard As-
tronomical Society telescopes.

Listen to live music throughout the park and along the boardwalk provided by sev-
eral different bands and solo artists.

You’ll also be able to please your taste buds by enjoying food from gourmet food
trucks. We’ll also have a variety of local vendors under the pavilion for your shop-
ping pleasure.

Dates and times are subject to change, weather permitting.
Follow us on Facebook @BrevardParks to stay up to date on all event changes.

Call 321-952-4525 with any questions.

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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Turkey Creek Day 2023
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FOR QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL THE NATURE CENTER
TG AT (320) 6766690
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Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair and Earth Day Celebration

Satellite Beach, Coastal Garden
fair and Earth Day Celebration

Where: David R Schechter Community Center1089 S Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL 32937
What: Save The Date!

iy When: April 22, 2023
s Time: 9:00am - 2:00pm

This event is designed to bring our community together to enjoy an outdoor fair that

promotes embracing nature and nurturing our environment while beautifying our
surroundings.

Garden-related items, outdoor products, coastal art, sustainability products, and
educational displays will be available for everyone to enjoy and purchase.

Bring your family for a day of fun at the Satellite Beach Garden Fair!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Get Ready for the 2023 Landscaping Florida Natives Tour!

When: Saturday, October 14, 2023 from 9 am — 4 pm
Where: Landscaping sites primarily in Satellite Beach
What’s Different this Year:

There will be special presentations for the Sept. and Oct. general meetings leading up to
the tour in a different location (not the Melbourne Library) open to the public. This
will help tour attendees get a solid background in native plants and why they’re important
before the tour to maximize their experience.

Stay tuned for location information!
What Can You Do to Help?

We’re looking for sponsors to help with the cost of putting on the tour. If you know
someone or a business, please have them check out sponsorship levels at

Sponsorship Opportunities - Conradina Chapter FNPS (brevardlandscapetour.org)

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j
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The 2022 Annual Report

Conradina Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society

-

171 Members
45 new!

2022 Landscape Tour
) 356 attendees
%\;' 83% are new to natives
Sponsorships $3,400

ﬁ; Community

Chapter Volunteers | 4 Foundation

1,904 hours or ‘V/)) ~—Zg®" FOR BREVARD

$52,700 of Received grant to create
s I Brevardlandscapetour.org
economic impact:

7 sl I

Outreach
Total attendance of 450
Plants given away 800
Books sald $1,500

utreach Events
7 Events/Festival
Invasive Plant
Removal Projects

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org '.j



http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConradinaFNPS/

March 2023 Conradina News Page 12

Chapter Projects

Native Plants at the Florida Wildlife Hospital

The Florida Wildlife Hospital was very thankful to the Conradina Chapter for donating over
70 native plants donated by members, $700 of pine straw, and the volunteers from L3Harris
Technologies for getting all of the plants in the ground and mulched. The plants will provide
scenery for wildlife patients finishing their recovery outside and support conservation by in-
creasing the number and diversity of native plants that we have on property to provide food
and shelter for local wildlife. Here's the hardworking crew with the newest ambassador: a
great-horned owl recently named Archer. He’ll greatly appreciate having more native plants
in his environment!

For more information about the Florida Wildlife Hospital and the awesome work they do,
please click here: Rescue, Rehabilitate, & Release Animals — Florida Wildlife Hospital

Invasive Plant Removal at Turkey Creek Sanctuary On Friday, Feb. 17 about 11 volun-
teers gathered to remove invasive plants with Lisa and Ranger Tracey at Turkey Creek Sanc-
tuary We d1V1ded into two teams: one team removing carrot wood, rattle box, nonnative por-
= 5 ! ter weed, and Brazilianpeppers; the
second team removing about a mil-
lion rosary pea seeds to keep them
from growing. Here’s a picture of
the team enjoying pizza in the Edu-
cation Center learning
while eating. Stewart also
found a really cool native
skeleton fork fern!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Get Involved with Your Local Sustainability Advisory Board!

You can get involved by either being on a Board or attending the meetings to voice
your opinion and get involved with local events.
Some cities call it an Environmental Board and some use the term Sustainability —
whatever it’s called, there’s an opportunity for native plants and landscapes to preserve
our native wildlife. Please check out the listing below or send your city information to
us at ConradinachapterFNPS@gmail.com to include on the list.

Indialantic: Call the Town Hall at 321-723-2242 prior to the meeting to make ensure
there is a quorum and the meeting is still a Go.
Palm Bay: Check out the Palm Bay website for agenda information and to make sure

the meeting is still a Go.

NOTE: Palm Bay SustainabilityAdvisory Board website is currently unavailable.

City Meeting Time & Place Website
Indialantic 5:30 pm on 4th Wednesday | Boards & Committees | The
of the month in Council | Town of Indialantic Florida |
Chamber Official WebSite
Melbourne 2 pm on 3rd Friday of the Beautification & Energy
month in City Hall Council | Efficiency Board | City of
Chamber Melbourne, FL,
(melbourneflorida.org)
Melbourne Beach Melbourne Beach Sustainability | Melbourne
Environmental Advisory Beach FL
Board - Home | Facebook | https://www.melbournebeac
hfl.org/sustainability
Rockledge 6 pm on 2nd Thursday - The Rockledge Environ-
February, June, and Oct. in |mental Enhancement Board |
Council Chamber at City Rockledge, FL - Official
Hall Website
(cityofrockledge.org)
Palm Bay 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Sustainability Advisory
the month in Council Cham-| Board | City of Palm Bay,
bers, Palm Bay City Hall FL (palmbayflorida.org)
Satillite Beach 6 pm on 4th Wednesday of Satellite Beach, FL
the month in Council
Chambers

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org “
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Your Right to Clean & Healthy Waters

Florida Needs Your Help For Our Right to Clean & Healthy Water

/Q

THE

RIGHT<CLEAN

WATER

Did you know that we the people are not guaranteed a right to clean and
healthy water? Yes, that's right. The very laws that are written to keep our
air and waters clean actually do the opposite and allow pollution through
the permitting process.

In this sense, for the past 50-60 years society has allotted businesses and
governments a pass to pollute. The time has come to change the way the law
is written.

Please join the Clean and Healthy Waters movement and be one of the
900,000 to sign a petition in support of putting an amendment on the 2024
ballot here: Petitions | Florida's Right to Clean Water
(floridarighttocleanwater.org) .

The deadline is November 30, 2023, practically a whole year before the
actual vote will take place.

If you sign and get 20 of your friends to sign we can reach this extraordi-
nary goal in time. Check out the easy to navigate website, print, sign, and
mail in your petition, and signup to be an ambassador!

https://initiativepetitions.elections.myflorida.com/InitiativeForms/Volunteer
/DSDE155A 999 2202 EN.PDF

Time is ticking to save Florida's waters...Please be part of the solution!

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org .j
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Officers and Directors Chapter News

President

Carl Winebarger 2022-2024 Turkey Creek Field Trip

Vice President We got great weather for the Turkey Creek Sanctuary field trip
Lynda Geraci 2021-2023 on Thursday Feb 23rd. We saw gopher tortoises,

Secretary G A48 &

Terry LaPlant 2022-2024

Treasurer
Jane Higgins 2022-2024

Chapter Representative
Martha Steuart 2022-2024

Board of Directors At Large i Eary,
Anastasis Doshna 2022-2024 >3
Skip Healy 2022-2024
Kathryn Merry 2021-2023
Sara Morrison 2022-2024
Karen Moser 2022-2024

Bo Platt 2021-2023

David Zeitz 2022-2024

Past President
Carol Hebert 2022-2023
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beautiful blooms of Largeflower False-rosemary (Conradina

lfyi'gfgjf‘;ﬁ Chair grandiflora), soft-shelled turtles in the creek and fabu-
lous flowers of the Sky Blue Lupine (Lupinus diffusus).
wYebmaster Thank you Tracey for leadi derful tour of TCS!
Carmmie Donaldson ank you Tracey for leading us on a wonderful tour o !
mvrﬁ;“;;f ditor We Need Your Help to Find a New Location for the Conradina
Meetings!
(Bt @ Our membership is growing which is wonderful! If you’ve been to
Florida Native Plant Society one of our meetings lately, you’ll notice it’s getting a bit crowded

www.conradina. fnpschapters.or and we need to find a bigger space. The January meeting had 70

| : )
YouTube - Conradina Chapter attendees! Do you know of anyplace with a bigger space we could
ENPS could use please? Here are our criteria:

Very low cost or free to a non-profit
Florida Native Plant Society

www.fnps.org Able to hold 70 to 100 people comfortably with check-in tables,
book sales and snack tables at the back. Tables and chairs need to
be included please.

Has internet/WIFI capability and either a projection screen or a
blank wall to project upon - we have a projector

Available the 2nd Monday evening of the month from 5 to 8 pm

Ideally located in Melbourne as being central to the South end of
Brevard County

serenoa 4 repens

We are thinking a church or a small auditorium would be awesome.
CONRADINA If you know of anyplace, please let Jane know
CHAPTER at janehigeins2 16(@gmail.com
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