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Holiday Wreath Making With Natives and Natural Materials 

5:30 P.M. Refreshments    6:00 P.M. Meeting 

Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library 

Preserving, Conserving, and Restoring the Real Florida Since 1980. 

January 9, 2017 

Ray Mojica 

Barrier Island Center 

Next Chapter Meeting 

PROVIDED: 

Grapevine wreaths 

Pinecones 

Pinecone cores (“squirrel drumsticks”) 

Magnolia pods 

Sweetgum balls 

Cedar foliage 

Simpson’s stopper foliage 

Seagrape leaves 

Coontie fronds 

Winged elm twigs 

American elm twigs 

Palmetto leaves 

Bay leaves 

Rayless sunflower seed heads 

Shells 

Ribbon 

Wire 

Florist tape 

Other materials as collected by the meeting 

 

BRING: 

Personal items to decorate your wreath 

Grasses 

Magnolia leaves 

Other thick & durable leaves 

Flowers, preferably dried 

Dried or fresh herbs 

Cinnamon sticks 

Large seeds or pods 

Paper wasp nests (empty!) 

Feathers 

 

DON’T BRING: 

Glue guns (use at home) 

Messy berries 

Fragile materials 

Exotic pest plant materials 

 

Be creative, look around your yard and see 

what might work in a wreath. Don’t be limited 

to traditional materials. If it dries sturdy, it can 

be used. 

Join us for an evening of celebrating the holiday season creating decorations made from 

native plants and other natural treasures. Supplies will be available but you are welcome 

to bring in some materials to share. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
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I love my garden because I can highlight a plant each 

month. This month is Aster elliottii that I purchased from 

Sharon at Maple Street Natives several years ago. There 

are so many asters but this is a standout. I love it because 

it brings purple color in the fall. The plant adds suspense 

as it fills with buds then they open up to give me 

something to look forward to. Then the flowers last two to 

three weeks. 

Talking about purple color, I have to mention Beautyberry 

(Callicarpa americana). That is a showstopper now 

showing its dark magenta fruit at this time year. I tend to 

love Beautyberry because it is beautiful any time of the 

year. There is still some Goldenrod (Solidago sp.) in 

bloom. Wild Coffee (Psychotria nervosa) and Dahoon 

holly (Ilex cassine) are adding color to the yard with their 

red fruit. 

I have started to see Goldfinch and Chipping Sparrows at 

my bird feeder. That means fall migration has started. The 

birds love it when you plant native! 

Photo by Carol Hebert 

Carol’s Corner: Still Blooms in Fall 
By Carol Hebert 

Film: Before the Flood 
From Academy Award®-winning filmmaker Fisher 

Stevens and Academy Award-winning actor, 

environmental activist,and U.N. Messenger of Peace 

Leonardo DiCaprio, Before the Flood presents a 

riveting account of the dramatic changes now 

occurring around the world due to climate change, as 

well as the actions we as individuals and as a society 

can take to prevent catastrophic disruption of life on 

our planet. The film follows DiCaprio as he travels to 

five continents and the Arctic speaking to scientists, 

world leaders, activists, and local residents to gain a 

deeper understanding of this complex issue and 

investigate concrete solutions to the most pressing 

environmental challenge of our time.  

Watch the movie on many online platforms and learn 

more at: www.beforetheflood.com/screenings. 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
https://www.beforetheflood.com/screenings/
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Upcoming Events & Meetings 
December 3 

10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Ocean-Reef-Beach Festival. Celebrate the ocean lifestyle. Free admission. Pelican Beach Park, Satellite Beach. 

For more information: OceanReefBeachFestival.com. For conservation sessions, see page 4. 

December 12 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS Annual Holiday Wreath Making. All wreaths and materials provided. 

Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. wreath making. 

January 9, 2017 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. Ray Mojica from the Barrier Island Center.  

Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. meeting. 

February 13 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. History of the South Beaches of Brevard County presented by 

Barbara Arthur. Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. meeting. 

March 13 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. Indian River Lagoon Update presented by Dr. Duane DeFreese. 

Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. meeting. 

March 18 

9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair. David R. Schechter Community Center, 1089 S. Patrick Drive, Satellite 

Beach. See below for information. 

April 10 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. Florida Sandhills presented by Walter Taylor. 

Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. meeting. 

May 8 

5:30/6 p.m. 

Conradina Chapter FNPS General Meeting. Drive By Botany Or Nature As Seen From a Moving Vehicle pre-

sented by Dr. Jay Barnhart. Melbourne Fee Avenue Public Library. 5:30 P.M. refreshments, 6:00 P.M. meeting. 

June 11 

11 a.m./Noon 

Conradina Chapter FNPS Board Meeting (11 a.m.). Potluck to follow for general membership (noon). 

Erna Nixon Park. 

Upcoming Keep Brevard Beautiful Event: 

Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair 

March 18, 2017   ̧ 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Come out to the Satellite Beach Coastal Garden Fair at the David R. 

Schechter Community Center in Satellite Beach on March 18 from 9 

a.m.—2 p.m. and swing by the Lagoon Friendly Lawns booth to get all 

the details on our new program that promotes positive changes in lawn 

care and landscaping practices to reduce nutrient pollution in the Indian 

River Lagoon. There will be a Lagoon Friendly Lawns educational 

workshop, a plant sale, and a whole host of great gardening vendors to 

help you get started on your next Lagoon Friendly landscaping project. 

Conradina will be there with two booths and we need volunteers to help 

out! Look for the sign-up sheet at our January meeting. 

Come experience the Ocean-Reef-Beach Festi-

val! Local art vendors, marine education, live 

music, chowder cook-off, food vendors, bever-

ages, sea turtle obstacle course, and more. 

It is suggested that locals walk or ride their 

bikes due to the limited on-site event parking. 

Additional parking and shuttle transportation 

will be made available at the overflow parking 

field across from CVS on North A1A/Desota 

Parkway (NE corner). 

OceanReefBeachFestival.com 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
http://oceanreefbeachfestival.com/
http://oceanreefbeachfestival.com/
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We want you!... 

To Consider Becoming a Member of the 

Florida Native Plant Society! 
 

Why? Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) is a scientific and conservation organization, but unlike many 

organizations, we actively implement our goals. 

Your financial support helps fund: 

¶ Conservation and acquisition of rare Florida plants. 

¶ High quality management of our natural lands including water conservation and environmentally sound gardening. 

¶ Research on Florida native plants. 

¶ On-line resources for selecting native plants for your area. 

¶ Supporting legislation to protect our natural lands and native plants. 

 

FNPS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, so your donation is tax deductible! 

 

What’s in it for me? 
¶ You’ll get Conradina’s (our chapter) monthly newsletter keeping you up-to-date on our chapter news and 

activities. 

¶ You’ll get the FNPS bi-monthly newsletter and the quarterly magazine to boot. These have great information and 

tips to promote native habitat. 

¶ You’ll be a part of our monthly meetings where you’ll hear expert local and regional speakers sharing information 

on native plants, gardening, and conservation of native habitats. 

¶ You’ll be able to participate in field trips around the county and state where expert guides will point out local flora 

and fauna and help you understand their importance in our ecosystem. 

¶ You’ll receive a discount on annual conference. 

 

What are the dues? 
¶ Gold: $500 

¶ Patron: $250 

¶ Business: $150 

¶ Not-for-profit organization: $150 

¶ Supporting: $100 

¶ Family or household: $50 

¶ Individual: $35 

¶ Full time student: $15 

 

How do I sign up? 
¶ To complete and mail the paper form, click here www.fnps.org/

assets/docs/docs/FNPSmbrshipForm2015.pdf. 

¶ To complete and pay online, click here www.fnps.org/forms/

membershipform.  

 

Save the Date! 

The Florida Native Plant Society 

2017 Conference 

“CONNECTIONS: 

Above and Below” 

May 18-21, 2017 

Central Florida 

www.fnps.org/conference/2017 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
http://www.fnps.org/assets/docs/docs/FNPSmbrshipForm2015.pdf
http://www.fnps.org/assets/docs/docs/FNPSmbrshipForm2015.pdf
http://www.fnps.org/forms/membershipform
http://www.fnps.org/forms/membershipform
http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017
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Officers and Directors 

President 

Carol Hebert 

Vice President 

Jo Sarmiento 

Secretary 

Catherine Haynes 

Treasurer 

Jane Higgins 

Chapter Representative 

Martha Steuart 

Chapter Representative at Large 

Peter Rogers 

Board of Directors At Large 

Jim Baldwin 

John Boltz 

Sharon Dolan 

Cammie Donaldson 

Vince Lamb 

Karen Moser 

Bo Platt 

Suzanne Valencia 

David Zeitz 

Membership Chair 

Linda Mongioi 

Webmaster 

Paulie Campbell 

Newsletter Editor 

Cyndi Johnsrud 

Conradina Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society 

P.O. Box 1543 

Melbourne, FL 32902-1543 

www.conradina.fnpschapters.org 

Florida Native Plant Society 

www.fnps.org 

Chapter News 

Conradina Chapter Celebrates Indian River Lagoon Day! 

Our members showed up in force at Front Street Park in Melbourne, Saturday, 

November 12, to inform the public on Conservation, Protection and Education of our 

Indian River Lagoon, an “Estuary of National Significance.” Volunteers helped 

educate the community on how planting native plants helps conserve resources and 

protect our precious lagoon and the wildlife that rely on it including 2,100 different 

species of plants and over 2,200 animal species of which 12 plants and 36 animals are 

endangered or 

threatened. Thank you 

Sara Morrison, Bev 

Allen, Deb and Marc 

Grenier, Karen Moser 

and Dave Zeitz, Ann 

Schroeder, Martha 

Steuart, Sharon Dolan 

and Jo Sarmiento for 

promoting native 

plants at IRL Day! 

Conradina Chapter Beautifies Ryckman Park – Native Style! 

Our members helped restore native plants that were devastated by Hurricane Matthew 

on Ryckman Park Indian River Lagoon (IRL) access. In July, over 100 community 

volunteers came together to plant natives along this Melbourne Beach favorite river 

access, but Hurricane Matthew’s winds were just too much for several of the young 

plants to survive. Led by Nichole Perna of Brevard County Environmentally 

Endangered Lands (EEL) Program and Bill Deluccia of Surfrider Foundation (both 

FNPS Conradina members), local community members put trowel, shovels, and 

gloves to work once again on Saturday, November 19 lining new plants along the 

river access. Over 30 native species were planted to create a natural buffer along IRL 

to reduce nutrients and provide a demonstration site for homeowners inspiring them 

to create low maintenance buffer zones. Plants were paid for by SeaDek and 

purchased at Maple Street Natives (thanks for the discount, Sharon!). Mulch and 

crushed coquina 

gravel were 

provided by 

Surfrider. Other 

FNPS volunteers 

include Martha 

Steuart, Bo Platt, 

Bev Allen, Ann 

Schroder, Hedy 

Von Achen, Frank 

Thomas and Jo 

Sarmiento. 

Winner of November’s free FNPS membership: Cindy Lively. Welcome, Cindy! 

http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org
http://www.conradina.fnpschapters.org/
http://www.fnps.org/

